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Kennebec River, Gardiner, Maine, by Bennett Christiansen

MAINE Environment

Be BOLD Federal Cuts Threaten Maine’s
Im Ghe COLDY Clean Air and Water

Sign up for our ,
Polar Bear Dip & Dash! By Anya Fetcher, NRCM Federal Policy Advocate

J

As Mainers, we all have a special connection to the outdoors, whether it’s camping, fishing,
or snowmobiling. Not only does Maine’s outdoors provide exceptional experiences, it
also provides clean drinking water, draws toxins out of the air, and so much more. We can’t
take it for granted.

Unfortunately, Maine’s environment is under attack in Washington, D.C., as part of
an ideological agenda focused on eliminating the federal government’s important role in
protecting clean air, water, and natural resources.

Nowhere is this made more evident than in the budget proposals in the U.S. House of
Representatives. In July 2025, the House Appropriations Committee released and then quickly
approved its proposed FY26 budget, targeting the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for
some of the deepest cuts of any domestic agency. The proposal would slash EPA’s budget by
$2.1 billion (23%) from the current levels, and its workforce by 1,274 (23%).

In September 2025, NRCM released a special report, Damaging Maine, detailing the
A impact of these proposed cuts on Maine people, communities, and environment. You can

view the full report at nrcm.org.

Damaging Maine:
Tha impacty of Fropeded Cuta in the [FS Budget

SUNDAY: JANUARY 41 2026 To create the report, NRCM experts analyzed the House’s proposed cuts and found that they would put Maine’s clean water
SMCC, South Portland at risk, increase air pollution and threaten public health for vulnerable populations, limit the clean-up of contaminated brownfield
L More info on page 4 and superfund sites, block the EPA’s efforts to protect communities from climate change, and halt important scientific research.
J

Extreme Rollbacks
These proposed cuts represent the most extreme rollback of environmental funding in more than 5o years. If enacted, we
risk undoing decades of progress and leaving a legacy of environmental harm that would negatively impact Maine’s environment

Story continued on page 2
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Conservation Leaders at Protecting What We Love Event

RCM presented its 2025 Conservation Leadership Awards to

seven individuals on September 11 at our Protecting What
We Love event at Wolfe’s Neck Center for Agriculture & the
Environment in Freeport. The event, attended by NRCM staff,
board, members, and families and colleagues of the recipients,
included hay rides, a goat walk for children, advocacy room, and
more. The highlight of the event was the inspiring remarks by
the award winners. Congratulations to this year’s recipients:

e Pat lanni (Falmouth) for her tireless efforts to address the
problem of single-use plastics within her community and
her dedication to the successful implementation of Maine’s
Product Stewardship Program for Packaging.

e Maya Kellett (Farmington) for her leadership role in climate Front row, from left to right: Luke Kellett (accepting award for daughter Maya),

organizing and her persistent efforts to engage youth in Pat lanni, John Hagan. Missing (camping in Baxter State Park): Marcel Polak.
s seiiam Back row: NRCM Interim Executive Director Todd Garth, Habib Dagher,

Anthony Viselli, Nick Bennett, NRCM Board Chair Lucy Abbott
¢ John Hagan (Georgetown) for his work to identify and protect
Maine’s last remaining late-successional and old-growth forests, which are critical for wildlife habitat, biological diversity,
carbon sequestration, and Maine’s natural heritage.

o Habib Dagher and Anthony Viselli (Orono) for their outstanding research and dedication to floating offshore wind
technology and in developing an offshore wind industry for Maine, a cornerstone of our state’s efforts to reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels, stabilize energy prices, and fight climate change.

gglg g o o Nick Bennett, Lifetime Achievement Award (Hallowell) for nearly three decades as one of Maine’s top environmental
®23® S advocates, providing leadership and passion that has made an enormous difference in protecting Maine’s woods, waters,
ZEO=Z 4 . -

gER fisheries, and wildlife.

) D ges . o T2 .. . . .
52 o Marcel Polak, People’s Choice Award (Woodstock) for his lifetime of visionary land conservation work in western Maine,
bo . . .
=38 including co-founding the Mahoosuc Land Trust.
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Meet Vanessa LaVallee, NRCM’s New
Senior Director of Phllanthropy

n November, NRCM welcomed Vanessa LaVallee as

NRCM’s Senior Director of Philanthropy. Vanessa
is responsible for developing and implementing a
comprehensive fundraising strategy to support NRCM’s
mission and goals. Most recently, she was Senior Vice
President of Operations and Advancement at The Climate
Reality Project, the nonprofit founded by Al Gore to seek
action on the climate crisis. Her background also includes
senior roles at the Motion Picture Association of America,
Georgetown University, the Clinton/Gore White House,
and the Texas Legislature. Vanessa majored in government at the Unlver5|ty of
Texas at Austin. Vanessa lives in Cape Elizabeth with her husband, their daughter,
and their two dogs. When asked why she does this work, Vanessa says, “To protect
the nature of Maine and all the magic it has to offer future generations.”

The giving season is also the perfect time to meet the rest of the Philanthropy Team:

Nicole Beetle, Grants Manager Nicole is a nonprofit professional with
extensive experience in the environmental, governance, and social
components of sustainability. She works collaboratively to represent
the science, policy, communications, and outreach work to institutional
funders. She lives in South Portland with her partner and dog.

Colleen Donohoe, Events Manager Colleen manages the
Philanthropy Department’s busy events calendar as well as two
NRCM signature events: Protecting What We Love that includes the
Conservation Leadership Awards and the Polar Bear Dip & Dash. She
lives in Portland with her partner and dog.

Story continued on page 4

Welcome, New NRCM Board Members

t its August 2025 meeting, the NRCM Board of Directors elected five new
members. We are pleased to welcome them!

Gail Carlson (Waterville) Gail is Associate Professor of
Environmental Studies at Colby College and director of

Colby’s Buck Lab for Climate and Environment. She teaches
courses on environmental public health and activism, and her
research looks at human health impacts of climate change and
toxic chemical pollutants. Gail has published Maine-based
environmental studies and is author of the textbook Human Health and the
Climate Crisis (2023). She is a member of the Maine Climate Council’s Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee and co-author of Scientific Assessment of Climate
Change and lts Effects in Maine (2024).

m Karen Herold (Cumberland) Karen draws on her legal
background and a lifetime of hiking, biking, and paddling, in
Maine and beyond, to promote sound environmental policies
and to protect Maine’s natural areas. A Maine Master Naturalist,
she is keenly aware of the importance of older growth forest and
undeveloped lakes to the well being of Maine’s ecological health.
She has served on a number of boards including Maine Conservation Voters and
Maine Conservation Alliance, and served previously as a member of NRCM’s
Board of Directors. She is currently serving as Secretary to the NRCM Board.

Sarah Short (Portland) Sarah has been a member of NRCM since
she moved to Maine over a decade ago. She is most passionate
about finding and implementing solutions to climate change,
and has also strongly supported NRCM’s other priorities as a
member and as a previous board member. Sarah has worked

at the Union of Concerned Scientists, the Mitchell Institute,
Buckingham Browne and Nichols School, and Portland Public Schools,
primarily in fundraising. She has a BA from Amherst College and an MBA from
Yale University in nonprofit management.

Sarah Sindo (Millinocket & Kingfield) Sarah works part of the
year for Chewonki Foundation at Big Eddy Campground, putting
her managerial, financial, and property maintenance skills to
use. In the winter months, she, her husband, and dog move to
Kingfield, where she is part-time Donor Relations Manager for

a Chilean conservation nonprofit organization and a hospice
volunteer. Sarah was a recent member of NRCM’s young professionals program
(currently on hiatus), NRCM Rising.

Bethany L. Woodworth (South Portland) Bethany is Professor
Emeritus of Environmental Studies at the University of New
England, where she founded the Climate Change Studies
program and taught courses in conservation, climate change,
environmental pollution, and ornithology. Prior to moving to
Maine in 2002, her research took her from Tanzania, where she
conducted aerial wildlife surveys for the Frankfurt Zoological Society, to the
Caribbean and Hawaii, where she worked for the US Geological Survey. Bethany
serves on the board of Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness (Save the
Boundary Waters campaign), where she chairs the Conservation Policy Committee.

To read full bios, visit nrcm.org/about-nrcm/board-of-directors

Federal Cuts -fom page:

and communities for generations to come. Some of the most striking cuts being
proposed include:

e 59% cuts to the EPA’s Superfund program that helps clean up hazardous
industrial sites in local communities. Of the 16 hazardous waste sites in Maine,
only 6 have been cleaned up.

e 43% cuts to Clean Air programs that help reduce air pollution, including
compliance monitoring and enforcement.

e 26% cuts to funding for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund that provides
local communities with funds to upgrade wastewater treatment plants and
stormwater infrastructure improvements.

e Eliminating most of the EPA’s climate programs, including research and
monitoring that are widely used by local and state governments.

e Deep cuts across EPA’s scientific research on air, water, and chemical risks,
including PFAS.

The programs that are targeted for deep cuts—or even elimination—aren’t just
nice to have, they are lifesaving. Maine relies on grants to local towns for wastewater
treatment upgrades, replacing lead pipes, and cleaning up toxic waste sites,
including those with PFAS. Our health depends on pollution controls for fossil fuel
power plants in other states
that release mercury, sulfur
dioxide, particulate matter,
and other toxins into the air.
This air pollution, carried to
Maine by prevailing winds,
harms those most vulnerable
among us, including children :
with asthma and older adults ' =
with respiratory issues, while
also accumulating in our * —
rivers and fish, making them o e
dangerous to eat. ' e

Proposed cuts to the EPA would
eliminate most climate programs.
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The dramatic cuts being proposed to the EPA would also scale back funding for
the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), which relies heavily on
federal funding for nearly every aspect of its work, including compliance with the
Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and hazardous waste laws. In 2024, DEP received
$10.69 million in dedicated grants from EPA, amounting to more than 21.5% of its
budget and 102 personnel.

Contrasting Priorities

In contrast to the House’s proposal, the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee
released a draft budget that largely retains the EPA’s role of protecting health and the
environment. As the budget debate progresses, NRCM will be encouraging Senator
Collins to continue her efforts to protect the essential role that the EPA plays in
protecting the health and safety of Maine’s people, communities, and environment.

The proposed cuts to the EPA’s budget are part of a larger effort to undermine our
country’s bedrock environmental laws and block practical climate solutions, like rooftop
solar and heat pumps. The Trump Administration’s so-called “Big Beautiful Bill” that
was forced through Congress is already making draconian cuts to essential services for
working families just to give tax breaks to billionaires and large corporations.

Tax credits, some of which have been in place for 20 years, have successfully
helped consumers save money through energy efficiency upgrades and rooftop
solar. Yet several tax credits and funding programs intended to spark the
development of homegrown clean energy, including offshore wind, are scheduled
to sunset years earlier than the original dates set by Congress, leaving Maine and
the nation further dependent on expensive, polluting oil and gas. One independent
study estimated repealing the Inflation Reduction Act clean energy tax credits
would raise electricity rates in New England by 17%.

“Rolling back federal clean energy investments will keep electricity bills high
for working families and stifle job growth in one of Maine’s fastest-growing sectors,”
says NRCM Climate & Clean Energy Director Jack Shapiro. “Eliminating tax credits
for practical, proven solutions that have successfully helped Mainers manage their
electricity bills will do nothing to address the affordability crisis facing rural America.”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin has also pledged the “biggest deregulatory action
in U.S. history.” His plan would roll back 31 environmental and health protections—
with potentially devastating consequences here in Maine.

Maine’s Environment-Economy Connection

Maine’s economy is inextricably linked to the health of our environment. If
these cuts and rollbacks are allowed to move forward, Maine’s lakes and other
surface waters will be more polluted; communities with brownfield and Superfund
sites may never be cleaned up; and communities could see higher rates of iliness
linked to poor air and water quality. Businesses that rely on a clean environment
and the latest research—including fisheries, tourism, forestry, and outdoor
recreation—would face growing uncertainty and economic risk.

Administrator Zeldin and his allies are sending a clear message that they don’t
care about maintaining progress on clean air and water. They also want to scrap
the science underlying the government’s response to climate change and other
environmental threats. At this pivotal moment, NRCM’s watchdog role is needed
now more than ever. Without action, decades of progress are at risk.

You can be sure we’ll continue to mobilize people who have a shared love for
Maine’s environment to build a better future and defend the laws that safeguard
our state’s woods, waters, wildlife, and communities.
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Celebrating Historic Wins!

We are all drawn to Maine’s stunning outdoor beauty. Places that inspire awe
and provide solace in tumultuous times support a wide range of outdoor
recreational opportunities, helping to boost local economies and create new jobs.
They also provide critical habitat for plants and animals in our changing world.

2026 will give us the unique opportunity to reflect on a set of anniversaries
that represent the power of people coming together to protect the woods, waters,
wildlife, and communities we all love so much.

2026 As we have for more than sixty-five years, NRCM will remain at the
front and center of the state’s most important environmental issues
working hand in hand with people and local organizations who want to
leave this place better than we found it. Our entire team looks forward
to continuing to build the future we want for Maine with the same love,
excitement, and enthusiasm that drove these successful campaigns in
the past.

2025

2020

10 years ago

2015 June 14, 2016: Penobscot River Restoration

Project Completed

The Penobscot is the largest river system in Maine—
draining more than one-quarter of the state. The Penobscot River
Restoration Trust was a collaborative effort between conservationists
and the Penobscot Nation to restore a free-flowing river for sea-run
fish like the Atlantic salmon and shad. Completed in 2016, the project
vastly improved access for Atlantic salmon and other sea-run fish to
nearly 2,000 miles of their historic river and stream habitat.

August 24, 2016: Katahdin Woods and Waters Established
2005 | President Barack Obama designated about 87,500 acres east of Baxter
State Park as the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument
(KWW). KWW is helping to revitalize the economy of nearby

towns while safeguarding more than 30 miles of
pristine rivers and streams and protecting prime
habitat for rare wildlife. Since its creation, there
have been a number of improvements, including
camping sites and the stunning Tekakapimak
Contact Station.

2010

2000

s | 40 years ago

March 13, 1986: Big-A Dam Defeated

40 years ago we stopped the “Big A” dam on the
West Branch of the Penobscot River. This remote
stretch of the Penobscot, known for its paddling, rafting, and fishing,
1990 would have been forever spoiled if Great Northern Paper’s proposal to
build a massive 15-story dam at the racing Big Ambejackmockamus or
“Big A” Falls was allowed to proceed. NRCM, together with thousands
of concerned Mainers, stood up against one of the most powerful
companies in Maine and won. Today, the West Branch remains one of

@—— Maine’s preeminent destinations. )
1985

4 )
50 years ago

June 8, 1976: Bigelow Preserve Established

5o years ago the Bigelow range was forever protected. The Bigelow

1980 Preserve, totaling 36,000 acres, is bounded on its north by Flagstaff
Lake and includes all seven summits of the Bigelow Range, including
4,150-foot West Peak. In the early 1970s the threat of development
would have forever altered this outstanding area, prompting NRCM

~ i’md others, inclgding the Friends‘of Bigelow, to'

o aunch a campaign for its protection. In the spring

of 1976, Maine voters passed a referendum to
acquire the land, leading to the creation of the
Bigelow Preserve.

w0 | 60 yedrs ago
May 11, 1966/Nov. 8, 1966: Allagash Wilderness Waterway

60 years ago the Allagash River Waterway was designated wilderness.
The Allagash Wilderness Waterway is a 92.5-mile, north-flowing
® river in the northern reaches of Maine that ends in Allagash Village.
1965 NRCM has deep ties to the Allagash—a group of concerned Malners
who came together to protect this special place that &g
founded our organization in 1959. 1966 was a historic |
year for the protection of the Allagash, with a vote by &
the Maine State Legislature and a $1.5 million bond |
\_ issue approved by a large majority of Maine voters.

1960
1959 NRCM Established

e e Among gifts received from
TrlbUte Glfts April 1through September 30, 2025

IN HONOR OF

Lucy Abbott and Rich Campbell from Lynn Gotwals
Constance L. Zdenek from Marlene Milstead

Anne Winchester from:
Robert and Andrea Williams e Valerie Silverman ¢ Diane Wells and Ryan Hatch

IN MEMORY OF

Nancy Bliss from Elizabeth and Mary Swain
Nancy Prince from John and M.L. McCall
Ellen and Arnall Patz from Louise Kirby

Henry R. Kwiecinski from:
Elizabeth Hillegas  Maggie Kaplen and Leon Sokol

Russell Martin from:
Rae Pinyard ¢ Gary Remal and Kathleen Jalbert-Remal
Debora Smith e Patricia P. Parker

Give the Gift of a Clecm.
Beautiful Maine
A Meaningful Gift for Family & Friends

This holiday season, skip the usual “stuff” and share something truly special —
a gift that helps protect Maine’s natural beauty for generations to come.

\ ¢ Gift Membership

Delight your loved one with a gift
membership to NRCM! Each recipient will
receive our beautiful Nature of Maine wall
calendar showcasing Maine’s stunning
landscapes and wildlife, plus exclusive
updates and invitations to NRCM events
throughout the year, discounts at Maine
sporting camps and on Maine books, and
more. It’s the perfect present for anyone who loves Maine and wants to
keep it clean and wild.

mature of |
maine
2026 calendar

%) Renew Your Membership or Give an Extra Gift

"" Already a member? Renew your membership or make an additional gift
to support NRCM’s work to protect Maine’s environment. Pro tip: Many
employers offer matching gift programs—check to see if you can double
your impact!

Make a Gift of Stock or Other Securities

Support NRCM by donating stocks, bonds, or mutual funds, or by making
a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA (for individuals ages
70%/2 or older).

& Leave a Legacy for Maine’s Future
Join NRCM’s Wintergreen Society by including NRCM in your estate plans
to ensure your love for Maine continues to protect its forests, waters, and
wildlife for years to come.

Donate online at nrcm.org/donate or mail your gift to NRCM, 3 Wade Street,j

Augusta, ME 04330. Our tax ID is #01-0270690.

Questions? Email us at support@nrcm.org

Member Benefit:
Discount at Islandport Books
4

ISLANDPORT PRESS

Just in time for the holidays! Recipients of your NRCM gift memberships

can purchase books at Islandport Press (www.islandportpress.com) at a 15%
discount. So can you! Go to the online store of the leading publisher of Maine-
based books. Call (207) 430-0106 or email nrcm@nrcm.org to get discount code.

.....................................................................


https://www.islandportpress.com/
https://www.islandportpress.com/
mailto:nrcm@nrcm.org

MAINE Environment | Fall/Winter 2025

18TH ANNUAL POLAR BEAR A benefit for NRCM's work to fight climate change

Southern Maine Community College
(South Portland Campus)
Run/Walk 9:00 a.m. ¢ Polar Plunge 10:30 a.m.

To register, scan the QR Code or visit

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH givegab.com/campaigns/nrcm-dip-dash.

Fundraise to
increase your
impact!

EAST a1 .
A Maine Beer

cow-  Company

Thank you to our
generous 2026 sponsors:

Renys

Philanthropy Team -fom page »

Codi Riley-Havu, Gifts, Records, & Stewardship Coordinator Codi
does a lot of behind-the-scenes work to help keep the philanthropy
department running smoothly. She keeps member records up to
date, processes gifts, helps with mailings, and fulfills information
requests. She lives in Windsor with her husband and young son.

Ella D. Tabasky, Membership & Partnerships Manager A seasoned
fundraising professional with a robust background in cultivating
meaningful relationships with donors, stakeholders, and community
partners, Ella designs and oversees all aspects of NRCM’s
comprehensive membership program. She and her husband live in
Brunswick.

A group of NRCM staff, members, & supporters traveled to Weatherby’s Lodge
in Grand Lake Stream to experience what inspires us. The trip included a guided
nature walk, a casting clinic, and visits with the Downeast Lakes Land Trust and
canoe builder Bill Shamel. Staff Scientist Luke Frankel shared information about
the Land for Maine’s Future program, and Federal Policy Advocate Anya Fetcher
spoke about her recent Damaging Maine report detailing proposed cuts to the
US EPA budget. Thanks to our hosts and to all of our new friends in Grand Lake
Stream for a wonderful weekend Down East!

Looking for an authentic Maine sporting camp experience? NRCM dues-paying
members receive discounts at Weatherby’s and other sporting camps. For more
\info, visit nrcm.org/donate/membership/maine-sporting-camp-discounts.

Gerard Austin

MY MAINE THIS WEEK @ <+  NRCM Green Tip

NRCM member Gerard Austin of Solon, Maine, shares his photo oo 4 Do laundry at night when energy demand is lowest.

of Mount Kineo as it rises majestically out of Moosehead Lake in The dirtiest powerplants fire up at peak hours: usin

Rockwood, with fall colors just beginning to show. — P P ) patp L &
energy when demand is low helps keep them offline.

Do you have a photograph of Maine you'd like to share? Send your
submissions to beth@nrcm.org. Visit “My Maine This Week” online at nrcm.org
for guidelines and more photos. 4 N
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*‘:- Turn Your Bottles into Action @ COUDCIl Of 3 Wade Street » Augusta, Maine * 04330
= CLY N K ~ for Maine's Environment Maine - (or) 622101+ (5o0) 2872545 - wwnunram.org
4 EDITOR/ Allison Childs Wells, Senior Director, Communications & Marketing
Your bottles and cans can do more than pile up. They can help protect Maine’s DESIGN/ brightredbicycle design

: ;  can do . . \
environment! NRCM is a registered nonprofit with CLYNK to Give, a recycling CONTRIBUTORS/ Colin Durrant, Anya Fetcher, Ella D. Tabasky, Allison Childs Wells

program that lets you donate your bottle and can deposits to support causes you ] ) _
care about. There are two ways you can support NRCM by returning eligible bottles EDITORIAL BOARD/ Beth Comeau, Colin Durrant, Ella D. Tabasky, Allison Childs Wells

and cans at a designated CLYNK drop-off site: INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR / Todd Garth
1. Have your own bags? NRCM BOARD OF DIRECTORS /
Request five free NRCM bag tags by emailing support@nrcm.org. Tag your full C.hai"» Lqu Abbott Treasurer, Kevin Kobel
bags, drop them off, and NRCM receives the proceeds. Simple as that! Vice Chair, Sam Lavallee  Secretary, Karen Herold
2. Donate your CLYNK balance online: Gail Carlson Marcia Harrington Sarah Short
Log into your account at CLYNK.com, go to “Donations,” and search for Natural Sarah Cotton Nancy Hasenfus Sarah Sindo
Resources Council of Maine to donate part or all of your balance. Sam Day Al Manville Bethany L. Woodworth

.. . Francesca Galluccio-Steele Liz Rettenmaier
Every bottle and can counts. Turn your recycling into impact! N J
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