SP0645, LD 1893, item 1, 129th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Require a Lease of Public Lands To Be Based on Reasonable Market Value and To Require Approval of Such
Leases for Commercial Purposes

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal advice, or
interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Clarify the Constitutional Requirement for a 2/3 Vote of the
Lecnslature for ReqweuarLeases or Amendments of Leases of Public
Lands F

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective
until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, -without immediate action to ensure the State is receiving-adeguatecompensationfo
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the lease-of public-lands—the State-will suffer econemictossnot entering into leases of designated lands
5

that result in reduction and substantial alteration without a 2/3 vote of the Legislature, the State’
designated lands will suffer irreparable harm; and

Whereas, -in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning
of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the
preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA 8598-A, first 1, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 639, §1, is amended to read:

The following lands are designated lands under the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 23.
Designated lands under this section may not be reduced or substantially altered, except by a 2/3 vote of
the Legislature and compliance with the requirements in section 1852-A. It is the intent of the Legislature
that individual holdings of land or classes of land may be added to the list of designated lands under this
section in the manner normally reserved for amending the public laws of the State. Once so designated,
however, it is the intent of the Legislature that designated lands remain subject to the provisions of this
section, section 1852-A and the provisions of the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 23 until such
time as the designation is repealed or limited by a 2/3 vote of the Legislature.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA 81852-A -is enacted to read:
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Notwithstanding any provision of section 1852 to the contrary, the bureau may not lease or // { Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Not Bold
amend a lease for public reserved lands for utilities and rights-of-way, except for utilities and rights-of- {Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Not Bold
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the lease by a 2/3 vote,,
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Sec. 3. Retroactive application; review of leases since 2014. By February 15, 2020, —{ Formatted:
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Fthe Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and \[ Formatted: Font: 12 pt

Forestry shall examine-aHprovide a list of leases of public reserved lands for utilities and rights-of-way,
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standing committee shall present any leases not in compliance with section 1852-A to the full Legislature
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Emergency clause. Inview of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect
when approved.

SUMMARY
This bill requires that any lease or amendment of a lease feref-of public lands for utilities and rights- Formatted: Underline
of-way and industrial and commercial purposes be approved by a 2/3 vote of the Legislature. This bill Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Not Bold

also requires the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to provide a list of leases for utilities and rights-of-way and industrial and
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joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over public lands. This bill requires the
joint standing committee to present any bills not in compliance with these requirements to the full

Legislature for a vote. Any leases that do not receive a 2/3 vote of approval shall be invalidated., /{ Formatted:
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