
Fourteen towns in the region have rescinded their prior support or come out in opposition to 
CMP’s proposed transmission line: 

•         Alna (rescinded letter of support) 

•         Caratunk (rescinded letter of support) 

•         Dennistown (wrote letter in opposition to project) 

•         Durham (Select Board rescinded support) 

•         Embden (Select Board rescinded support) 

•         Farmington (town residents voted to rescind support and oppose the project) 

•         Jackman (town residents voted to oppose) 

•         Moose River (town residents voted to oppose) 

•         Pownal (Sepect Board rescinded support) 

•         Starks (town residents voted to not support line) 

•         The Forks (town residents voted to oppose) 

•         West Forks (town residents voted to oppose) 

•         Wilton (town residents voted to rescind support and oppose the project) 

•         Wiscasset (rescinded letter of support) 

 



 
Alna selectmen pull support for town being CMP project 
'Sherpa' 
Carroll: Without Massachusetts deal, Maine gets '100 percent of nothing' 

By SUSAN JOHNS 
Posted:  Friday, October 5, 2018 - 12:00pm 

 
CMP's Massachusetts project spokesman John Carroll passes Alna Third Selectman Doug Baston a handout of his presentation. Also 

pictured are Second Selectman Ed Pentaleri and First Selectman Melissa Spinney. SUSAN JOHNS/Wiscasset Newspaper 

Central Maine Power no longer has Alna's support to expand the transmission lines that run through it and some of its 
neighbor towns. After hearing from CMP's project spokesman, selectmen voted 3-0 Oct. 3 to retract a 2017 letter of 
support. 

John Carroll wanted to meet with selectmen after learning last month they were considering retracting it. Resident Cathy 
Johnson asked them to. After the Oct. 3 vote, she thanked them. 

Arguing minutes earlier for last year's letter to stick, Carroll said the project bringing Canadian hydropower to 
Massachusetts means a first 10-year benefit to Maine of $1 billion in jobs, property taxes, energy cost savings and a higher 
gross domestic product, and cleaner air for all of New England. The states' collective grid needs more and cleaner power to 
keep the supply reliable and cut greenhouse gases, he said. 



Third Selectman Doug Baston said he wants the plan slowed down so Maine can get more out of it. He compared 
Massachusetts to a big game hunter; and Maine is being asked to issue the hunting license, he said. "We're kind of the 
Sherpas in the middle just carrying." 

Carroll said one year of economic benefits to Maine "outstrips" the 40-year funding commitment to Massachusetts. He 
said the bidding is over and CMP cannot negotiate a different deal. If the project doesn't happen, Maine will get 100 
percent of nothing, he told the board. 

As for CMP's projected $386,600 in new taxes for Alna starting in 2023, Baston said the assessor the town uses for CMP 
has advised caution with the figure. 

If the state doesn't push for a better bargain, the little towns need to, Baston said. "I want this to be real." Nothing in the 
plan gives Maine workers preference on the jobs, he said. 

Carroll responded, if a large company comes in, it will hire locally. 

Also Oct. 3, the board announced Linda Verney has been hired as a deputy town clerk. She replaces Janice Bradford, who 
resigned for personal reasons, First Selectman Melissa Spinney said. 

Selectmen started an account to move historic buildings' reserve funds into each time the town decides to tap them. That 
brings the accounting in line with other reserves, selectmen said. 

One of Alna's representatives to Sheepscot Valley Regional School Unit 12, Ralph Hilton, said the unit wants to know what 
news the member towns would like to be getting and how. Selectmen told him they would like the website improved. 
Hilton agreed. "It's virtually inpossible to find the information ... you'd really like to have," Hilton said. He said he will tell 
the RSU. 

 







Small Maine town rescinds 
support for big CMP hydro 
project 
 
 

By Lori Valigra, BDN Staff • September 7, 2018 1:00 am  
Updated: September 7, 2018 12:22 pm 
 
A town of 68 residents along the proposed hydropower corridor from Canada to 
Lewiston retracted its earlier letter of support for the Central Maine Power and Hydro-
Quebec project, calling it harmful and saying it is not financially beneficial to the Maine 
economy or its residents. 

In an Aug. 31 public comment letter to the Maine Public Utilities Commission, Elizabeth 
Caruso, chair of Caratunk’s selectboard, asked commissioners, the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Maine Land Use Planning Commission and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities not to allow the New England Clean 
Energy Connect, or NECEC, project to go forward. 

Caruso also is expected to participate Friday in the second consecutive day of technical 
discussions about the case this week. Additional discussions will take place Sept. 14. 

Caratunk is one of the towns along the NECEC route that earlier signed letters 
supporting the project. New Sharon is the only one that did not sign a letter, according 
to CMP spokesman John Carroll. 

Caruso said Caratunk residents had second thoughts after comparing the benefits touted 
by CMP, including property tax benefits, with what Caratunk might lose, including not 
being able to build a solar array Caruso said would bring in more property tax revenue 
than she expects from the NECEC infrastructure. 

“We have grave concerns for the welfare of the citizens and ratepayers should this 
project be brought to fruition,” Caruso told the Bangor Daily News. 

A Maine Center for Business and Economic Research report prepared as part of CMP’s 
project submission to the PUC lists scenarios for new taxes for the project. Caratunk, 
which has a current property tax rate of $7.20 per $1,000 valuation, would have an 
adjusted rate of $5.21 under the NECEC new valuation, giving it $100,487 in projected 
new tax revenue annually. 

The total amount cited in the report for the $950 million NECEC project is $18.38 
million in new property tax revenue for the towns, unorganized territory and townships 
along the route. Lewiston, which would have the most new infrastructure in the project, 
would get the most: $8.39 million. 



Caruso cites 10 issues of concern in her letter, including the valuation benefit of a 
possible new solar farm. 

“Caratunk has already twice supported NextEra for a solar farm within its boundaries,” 
she wrote. “This DC [hydropower] line blocks access to solar or other energy projects in 
Caratunk and Somerset County. One such solar project lost [is] in direct competition to 
this NECEC. 

“The valuation benefit from CMP’s additional transmission lines does not even compare 
to a large solar project in Caratunk. … Therefore, Caratunk sees this project as reducing 
its tax revenue.” 

She also began to question CMP’s tax revenue numbers after a discussion with town 
assessor Garnett Robinson. 

Robinson was an assessor in Dixmont during an earlier large CMP project, the $1.4 
billion Maine Power Reliability Program, an expansion program with construction 
starting in 2010 and ending in 2015. 

He said when CMP applied for a permit to put lines through Dixmont in 2009, it 
estimated the value of the project at $24 million. But once the project was completed, 
CMP valued it at $8 million. The result, he said, is less tax money flowing into the town. 

“I told Liz [Caruso] to be very skeptical during the permitting process if [CMP] is 
promising numbers,” he said. “And she should be involved in the permitting process.” 

Caruso asked in her PUC letter to be represented in permitting decisions. 

“As this case progresses, more information becomes known,” said Tanya Bodell, 
executive director of Energyzt, a Boston consultancy. She is an economist testifying as 
an intervenor at the PUC on Friday. 

She said while nothing is set in stone yet regarding property taxes, “CMP has all the 
incentive in the world to decrease the numbers once it gets the appraisals. This should 
be a wake-up call that towns may not be getting that much. The property tax value could 
be less than originally assumed.” 

Figuring taxes is tricky 
CMP’s Carroll said he is disappointed that Caratunk withdrew its support. He has 
requested a meeting with the town to clarify what he said are misunderstandings in the 
letter submitted to the PUC. Nothing has been set up yet. 

He also said the small plantation of West Forks plans to hold a meeting of townspeople 
next week to vote about whether or not they support the project. A West Forks 
selectman was not immediately available for comment. 

Carroll said the NECEC project is not blocking Caratunk from building a solar array. 



“The solar farm was included in one of our proposals to Massachusetts,” he said. “But 
Massachusetts didn’t pick that proposal because it didn’t suit their needs to have a line 
with wind and solar to Massachusetts.” 

He said Caratunk still can build the solar array. It will have to find a different customer 
for the energy from it. 

Carroll said it still could be a few years until the Maine Revenue Service, CMP and the 
towns agree upon exactly how the tax benefit of the NECEC project would be 
distributed. 

The Maine Power Reliability Program was paid for mostly by CMP and in turn, by 
ratepayers. Carroll said the tax benefits from the project were socialized, or spread 
across all the ratepayer areas that benefited from it. 

“It was built for CMP ratepayers who shared equally in its value,” he said of the 
difference between the permit value and the finished project value. 

Since Massachusetts taxpayers are footing the bill for the transmission project, the 
distribution of tax benefits still has to be decided in Maine, he said. The Maine Center 
for Business and Economic Research report’s new property figures were estimates. 

The proposed project still needs to be approved by the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Utilities and the PUC. 

The PUC will hold a series of meetings about the project through the fall. There will be a 
series of hearings Sept. 18-21. An important document that summarizes the case and 
gives PUC examiners’ recommendations is due out Nov. 9. Responses to that will be 
heard Nov. 16. The PUC commissioners are scheduled to deliberate the case Nov. 27. 

The controversial project has drawn 285 filings, 74 data requests and 300 public 
comments to the PUC’s website. 

 



DENNISTOWN PLANTATION 
P.O. BOX 277 

JACKMAN, ME 04945 
 
 
 
 
October 26, 2018  
 
To whom it may concern,  
 

The citizens and Assessors of Dennistown Plantation have voted to  
oppose the CMP NECEC project due to our grave concerns about the projects impacts.  

If approved, the New England Clean Energy Connect (NECEC) corridor will  

forever impact our region, our environment, our tourist industry, our forest products  

industry, our economy, our families’ future, our seasonal residents’ future, and our very  

way of life. This region continues to attract generations of visitor because they want to  

experience the natural beauty of the upper Kennebec and Moose River Waterways, and  

the surrounding wilderness of western Maine. This region offers a unique respite from  

the challenges and stress of life in the city, and we want it to stay that way for future  

generations of residents and visitors.  

Some local sightlines will be spared, but the proposed transmission towers and  

lines will be visible from nearly every summit of nearly every peak in the Moose River  

Valley. They will cross some of the region's most pristine wilderness numerous times,  

hang over brooks, streams, rivers, and seasonal waterways crucial to all species of  

wildlife. The herbicides used to maintain the corridor will leach into the region's  

waterways, aquifers, and water tables. Our water is drawn from Big Wood Pond and it  

is fed by the Moose River. We do not need any more Herbicides than we already have  

polluting our drinking water. The environmental impact of the permanent  

deforestation component alone should alarm you as leaders of our town. Loss of  

oxygen to the valley, loss of shade to the fish, loss of canopy for birds and wildlife, loss  

of habitat for birds and mammals including deer yards and the loss of the unscarred  

views that make our area so special.  

The NECEC project will have potential impacts on the safety and security of 

The  

United States of America. The project will leave a wide open 150-300 foot hole in the  

northern border of our country requiring additional resources to guard to prevent  

illegal activities. The project will also make us less energy independent and more reliant  

on a foreign country for our energy needs. Giving foreign countries control of our  

power supply is not responsible nor in the best interest of our country.  



 

This project will inevitably lead to more powerlines, an unknown number of  

wind turbines and other future developments that are industrial in nature and  

detrimental to our area and its' wild untamed charm that keeps us here and brings in  

tourists and future residents. 

  

Our area is not logistically equipped to handle the scope of the proposed  

project. The short term economic gains will be outweighed by the long term losses to  

our economy. The limited lodging, gathering places, eateries, and fuel pumps will be  

inundated by out of area workers, leaving little to no room for our longtime residents  

and tourists will look for alternative places to ride, boat, fish, hike, hunt, snowmobile,  

ATV, and get away from it all. Many of them will not come back once they find new  

places to recreate.  

Another major issue is the current level of healthcare available to the workers  

during this multi-year project. The remote region of the corridor presents its own  

unique rescue challenges, and the level of medical treatment available may prove quite  

inadequate in the event of simultaneous traumatic injuries to multiple workers and  

residents. This would be an additional financial burden on our taxpayers. The remote  

locations could lead to a potential loss of life or property if the Fire Department and  

Ambulance are unable to respond to multiple calls simultaneously. There are no  

licensed nurses to support the one physician and one physician's assistant covering the  

clinic.  

These impacts along with many others show how this project will be an 

economic burden on us that will have no lasting benefits to our citizens, only benefits 

for out of state and foreign companies while we are negatively impacted.  

Respectfully submitted, 

The residents and Board of Assessors of Dennistown 
 



 





Farmington residents vote to 
oppose CMP power line, despite 
pitch by Mills 
Voters hear from Gov. Janet Mills, whose hometown is 
Farmington, on why she supports the controversial project. 

BY RACHEL OHMMORNING SENTINEL 
March 25, 2019 
  
FARMINGTON — Residents Monday voted overwhelmingly to oppose a 
proposed 145-mile transmission line through western Maine following a debate 
that included comments from Gov. Janet Mills on her support of the project. 

The vote was 262- 102 to oppose the New England Clean Energy Connect 

project in a secret ballot vote at the annual Town Meeting at the Farmington 

Community Center. 

During about 45 minutes of debate, Mills, whose hometown is Farmington, said 

she supports the project because it will provide $346 million in electricity 

market benefits in Maine in the first 15 years and will reduce CO2 emissions by 

about 360 metric tons per year. 

She also cited the local benefits, including an estimated $436,000 in new annual 

tax revenue from the project in Farmington, $5 million from Central Maine 

Power to economic development in Franklin County and $5 million in 

scholarships for local students. 

In addition, Mills cited the support of groups such as the Acadia Foundation and 

Conservation Law Center who have signed on to supporting the project. 



“Are there trade offs?” Mills said. “Sure. There always are. But the fundamental 

question to me is, ‘Do we want to be pouring money down the drain fattening 

the pockets of big oil and big gas companies the rest of our lives?’ The answer 

is no.” 

Ultimately, she said residents should make their own decisions on how they 

wanted to vote, but asked them to “consider certain irrefutable facts.” 

She said hydropower is one of the cleanest forms of energy; that the power 

would be coming from Canada, a country that is still a part of the Paris 

Agreement on climate change and has an interest in reducing emissions; and 

that the hyropower line will help bring down electricity prices throughout the 

region, including in Farmington. 

Mills also talked about what the line, which is proposed to run from northern 

Somerset County, through Franklin County and on to Lewiston, will look like. 

“It’s not the New Jersey Turnpike now and it won’t be the New Jersey 

Turnpike,” Mills said. “It’s widest parts from what I’ve read in the record is less 

than half the width of the New Jersey Turnpike.” 

Prior to her speaking, some residents said they were against the line because of 

its impact to the environment in Franklin County. 

“I have spent 30 years plus going to a log cabin between The Forks and 

Jackman nine miles in on dirt lumber roads,” said resident Wendy Huish. 

“You’re in the wilderness there… do you realize the corridor they are going to 

make is going to be as wide as the Jersey Turnpike? The towers are going to be 

huge.” 

“I was born here and lived here all my life,” said resident Jon Bubier. “I know 

lots of people on both sides put thought into this but I don’t think Farmington 

should be neutral. I think (we should oppose it.) It not only strips us of who we 



are in western Maine, it puts us in a situation where it’s like a knife cutting 

through all of Franklin County.” 

Resident Dennis O’Neil said he supports the CMP line because it’s a step 

towards less reliance on fossil fuels. 

“It’s not a perfect solution, but I applaud the governor for her efforts,” O’Neil 

said. 

The vote rescinds a letter of support the Board of Selectmen previously wrote in 

support of the project and authorizes them to submit to the Maine Public 

Utilities Commission, one of the permitting agencies for the project, a letter 

opposing it. 

In other news Monday, residents also voted to approve an ordinance putting in 

place regulations for marijuana related businesses and approved an overall $6.1 

million municipal budget. 

A statement encouraging Franklin County commissioners to reverse their policy 

aimed at eliminating county funding for nonprofit social services was also 

approved, as was $17,998 in funding for such services, including groups like 

Western Maine Community Action and Western Maine Transportation. 

Several residents said they support paying for such services, including Paula 

Widmer, who said she relies on Western Maine Transportation to get her to 

doctor’s appointments. 

Lately, she said the group has had to cut back on their bus routes due to 

budgetary constraints. 

“We hear a lot about these cuts in the national news and it’s really sad to sit here 

in this town and hear the same thing,” Widmer said. 



In elections, Selectman Josh Bell, who currently serves as the chair of the board, 

was re-elected with 130 votes. Selectman Michael Fogg was also re-elected with 

170 votes. Both are three-year terms. 

Douglas Dunlap, a member of the Regional School Unit 9 board of directors, 

was re-elected to a three-year term with 138 votes. 

Isaac Raymond was elected to a three-year term with 92 votes. 

Dennis O’Neil was elected to a two-year term on the RSU 9 board of directors 

with 149 votes. 

All races were uncontested. 

 



Jackman joins resistance 
against CMP power line project 
BY MEG ROBBINS, MORNING SENTINEL 

 
November 29, 2018 

JACKMAN — This Somerset County town has joined a number of towns and organizations 

throughout the state in opposing Central Maine Power Co.’s proposed transmission line that 

would bring hydropower from Quebec to Massachusetts via western Maine.  

Residents voted 78-11 against the project Wednesday night in a special town meeting at the 

Forest Hills Consolidated School gymnasium.  

The move comes as state agencies prepare to vote on whether to issue permits for the project, a 

process that was supposed to be underway by now but has been delayed multiple times after 

CMP submitted incomplete applications or failed to provide information in a timely manner. 

The transmission line, called New England Clean Energy Connect, would provide 1,200 

megawatts to power to roughly 1 million homes in Massachusetts. While its $950 million budget 

would be funded by Massachusetts electricity customers, the 145-mile-long infrastructure — 

plus updates to an existing 50-mile line — would run through 38 communities in Somerset, 

Franklin and Androscoggin counties. CMP owns the land where the new line would be installed. 

Jackman borders two of the communities on the corridor, Bradstreet Township and Parlin Pond 

Township, but the proposed power line would not pass directly through the town.  

Voters in Jackman said they thought the project would “damage Maine’s environment, wildlife 

habitat, water quality, scenic views, and tourism economy; and permanently harm their way of 

life,” according to a news release from the Natural Resources Council of Maine, a conservation 

group that has taken a prominent stance against the project.  



Jackman Town Manager Victoria Forkus declined to comment immediately on stances taken at 

the town meeting or to provide a list of voters in attendance. She said the Jackman Select Board 

will issue a news release on the topic on or before Dec. 13 after voting on its wording. 

As of May, CMP had received letters of support that it solicited from 37 communities that the 

power line passes through. Since then, Alna and Caratunk have rescinded their letters of support. 

New Sharon did not sign a letter in the first place. West Forks Plantation and The Forks 

Plantation voted to oppose the project.  

“More and more towns are retracting their support and voicing opposition to the transmission 

line,” said Sue Ely, a clean energy attorney for the Natural Resources Council of Maine, in a 

news release. “As each new town, business or political leader announces their opposition, it 

becomes clearer that Maine does not want this project.” 

John Carroll, a spokesman for CMP’s parent company Avangrid, said the mounting resistance 

from towns in or near the corridor is not a pressing concern for the organization at this point.  

“Our focus is with the (state agencies),” he said. “We need to address their concerns, so that’s 

where our focus is right now.” 

Carroll attended the special town meeting in Jackman on Wednesday and said that people 

expressed concern that the project would “somehow hurt some of their businesses.” 

 “We hope the public understands the benefits that this project brings to Maine,” Carroll said. 

“There will always be people who reject change, but in the long run, we believe that this is the 

right thing for Maine and New England and we will continue to work with the communities.” 

Those in favor of the project, including a group of business and labor leaders called Mainers for 

Clean Energy Jobs, cited the potential for job creation and tax revenue as perks. The project is 

expected to generate $18 million annually for Maine communities through property taxes, 

according to CMP. The company also has stated that its transmission line would create roughly 

1,700 temporary construction jobs, most of which would go to Mainers.  



Some people opposed to the plan noted that proposals for routing the line through Vermont and 

New Hampshire offered better benefits to those states. Those proposals included upward of $200 

million in mitigation to offset the disruptions the power line would have caused those states. 

John Carroll, NECEC project manager, addressed this point in May. 

“The difference in cost is entirely based on how thoughtful the three projects were,” he said. 

“Our project was carefully cited to maximize the existing infrastructure and minimize 

community impact. That’s reflected in the cost.” 

The project has received pushback over its anticipated effects on the environment and potential 

to mar the natural beauty that powers much of Maine’s tourism industry. The location where the 

line would cross the Kennebec River Gorge became a particular point of contention. Initially, 

CMP planned to build the wires 200 feet above the stretch of water, popular for whitewater 

rafting. In October, the company conceded to critics by agreeing to drill under the river instead 

and bury that section of the line. This would increase the project budget by $37 million — and 

reduce mitigation funds CMP offered to Somerset County by upward of $12 million. It 

had formerly offered the county $22 million for conservation projects and economic 

development.  

At a rally in Augusta in September, protesters voiced concern over what the project actually 

would contribute to Mainers and whether the project would thwart the state’s ability to develop 

renewable energy. According to a letter from the Caratunk Select Board, one of the town’s 

concerns was that the CMP line already has prevented the town from being able to build a solar 

farm that would bring in more tax revenue.  

“Caratunk has already twice supported NextEra for a solar farm within its boundaries,” the letter 

states. “One such solar project lost in direct competition to this NECEC. … Caratunk is against 

the NECEC project if it prevents future renewable energy opportunities that provide for a huge 

tax benefit to all landowners and significantly increase the Caratunk valuation.” 



The plan needs approval from Maine’s Public Utilities Commission, the Department of 

Environmental Protection and the Land Use Planning Commission, all of which will make 

decisions in the coming months about whether it can go forward.   

 

 











Second small Maine town votes 
against CMP’s hydropower 
project 
 
 

By Lori Valigra, BDN Staff • September 14, 2018 12:45 pm 
 
West Forks plantation, a town of 56 residents, voted Thursday night by a majority not to 
support Central Maine Power’s project to transmit electricity from Canada to Massachusetts 
via Maine. 
 
In a 45-7 vote, townspeople objected to the New England Clean Energy Connect project being 
pushed by CMP and its partner, Hydro-Quebec. 

Last week, the town of Caratunk retracted its earlier letter to CMP supporting the project. In a 
filing with the Public Utilities Commission, the town of 68 residents cited environmental 
concerns and worries about not getting enough financial benefit from the project. 

West Forks had not sent a similar letter of support, said third assessor Ashli Coleman, and 
until Thursday night’s vote, had kept a neutral status. However, a Somerset County 
commissioner did individually send a letter of support that is posted on CMP’s website for the 
project, she said. 

“West Forks will be drafting and submitting a letter of opposition to the Department of 
Environmental Protection, Land Use Planning Commission and the Public Utilities 
Commission by early next week,” she said. “We will also ensure that CMP removes the letter of 
support [from the county commissioner] from the West Forks link on their NECEC website and 
replace it with the letter of opposition from the town of West Forks.” 

The town already has filed for intervenor status to participate in hearings on the project. The 
project still needs to be approved by Massachusetts and Maine regulators. 

Coleman said West Forks is the only organized town along the new route CMP plans to build 
starting at the Canadian border that will be directly affected by the lines. The new lines will 
then connect to existing CMP lines and run through Lewiston. Hydropower from Hydro-
Quebec will run through the Maine lines to Massachusetts customers. 

“It will change the view shed and affect the national scenic byway,” Coleman said about 
concerns expressed by townspeople. She also cited groundwater issues and an overtaxing of the 
town’s infrastructure as workers flow into the town to build the new line. 

She added that she questions the accuracy of financial estimates CMP has presented for tax 
benefits and mitigation for altering the landscape and wildlife habitat. 
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