July 11,2016

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

RE: National Monument in the Katahdin Region of Maine
Dear President Obama:

The Katahdin Region of Maine is a truly special place, one worthy of protection and
investment.

We are writing to ask that you use your authority to designate a new national monument in
Maine on land that would be donated by a private foundation to the American people. A
national monument will protect this unique and pristine area, which holds incredible
historical, cultural, and ecological significance.

The creation of a new national monument, managed by the National Park Service, would set
the stage for the creation of a national park and national recreation area later.

Over the years, the idea of creating new public lands in Maine has gained traction, and today
more than 60 percent of Maine voters support the idea. They recognize that such a
designation will not only protect an important part of our state, but it will also help our
economy by attracting new people and jobs to an area of our state that has been hard-hit by
the decline of the forest products industry. The designation could help create hundreds of
jobs and serve as an anchor amenity that brings new people to the region.

A North Woods national monument would complement Acadia National Park, drawing tens
of thousands of people from Maine’s beautiful coastline inland for a new adventure.

The lands in question sit in the shadow of Mount Katahdin, Maine’s highest and most
important peak. It includes the wild and beautiful East Branch of the Penobscot River. And it
is the land that inspired Henry David Thoreau and Teddy Roosevelt, the visionary who set
the stage for landscape scale conservation.

A new national monument in Maine will be good for our state, and it will be good for our
country, preserving a small piece of the Great North Woods and ensuring that it is accessible
for everyone. Thank you for your consideration.
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