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Shoreline Assessment Program
 A perennial problem with Shoreland Zoning compliance and environmental protection is the 

lack of documentation on existing lots as to the degree of tree/shrub cover, shoreline 
disturbance, building location, and other conditions within the Shoreland zone. Frequently, 
applicants meet with the Planning Board or CEO and propose projects which could be better 
evaluated with visual documentation. Also common is a situation where a violation has 
occurred and it is difficult to establish what the antecedent conditions were. 

 This project would establish a simple, reproducible process for documenting shoreline 
conditions, at least from the water side, and evaluate a pathway to promote municipal use of 
this type of information. The goal is to improve the ability to assess property conditions 
before alterations are permitted and to make compliance and enforcement more effective and 
even handed

 Items to evaluate include:
 1) How to know if the Selectpersons will support the CEO in its use
 2) What format(s) make sense for the Towns
 3) How much would it cost ?
 4) Can we design something that needs as little state support as possible, such as a manual that allows 

them to use local volunteers and equipment?
 5) Will such a product be useable for enforcement? Will it be useable for Planning Board use?  
 6) What are the legal implications of creating and disseminating a “Lake View” product. 



http://web.colby.edu/epscor/shoreline-photos/


