
SUPPORT

Summary: 
This bill implements the recommendations of a legislatively created, bipartisan study 
commission comprised of legislators and opinion leaders from the forest products 
industry and conservation and recreation organizations to study the management of 
Maine’s Public Reserved Lands. The bill would ensure that our public forests continue 
to be managed to preserve and enhance their multiple values, including requiring: a 
detailed forest inventory every five years, a report on forest growth and harvest levels for 
each Public Reserved Land unit, and the identification and prioritization of recreational 
infrastructure needs.
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NRCM Supports: LD 586, An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the 
Commission to Study the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund

This bill would help continue the Bureau of Parks and Lands’ strong 
tradition of exemplary, sustainable forestry and help establish our public 
forests as premier outdoor recreation destinations in the state.

Support:

LD 586, An Act to 
Implement the 
Recommendations 
of the Commission 
to Study the Public 
Reserved Lands 
Management Fund 

Explanation: 
As a part of the 2015-2016 Budget, during which many issues related to the 
management of Maine’s Public Reserved Lands were considered, the Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry Committee (ACF Committee) created the Commission to Study 
the Public Reserved Lands Management Fund (the Commission). The Public Reserved 
Lands Management Fund is a special revenue account to which all income derived from 
Public Reserved Lands (timber harvesting, leases, etc.) is directed. 

The Commission concluded that funds could not be diverted away from the special 
revenue account and no further legislation is needed on that issue. The Commission 
also adopted recommendations for timber management and recreation that require 
legislation to be implemented. The Commission report was unanimous and resulted in 
a bill that came before the Legislature in 2016. Despite a unanimous report from the 
ACF Committee and initial unanimous adoption by both the Maine House and Senate, 
Governor LePage vetoed the bill. The House was not able to override the governor’s veto.

The same bill is before the Legislature in 2017. The bill would preserve and enhance 
Maine’s 600,000+ acres of Public Reserved Lands for their multiple values, including 
wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, and sustainable forestry. Specific provisions in the 
bill include:

• Requiring a detailed forest inventory every five years, ensuring that state foresters are
able to make informed management decisions.

• Requiring the Bureau of Parks and Lands to report forest growth and harvest levels for
each public land unit to keep state foresters and the public informed about how these
lands are managed.

• Directing the State to identify and prioritize recreation infrastructure needs that will
bolster recreation opportunities.




