
Climate change threatens Maine’s way of life, including our economy, which relies largely on natural resources and a clean 
environment. This is key to why Maine was a leader in forming the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), working in 
partnership with other states to grow our economy while reducing power plant carbon pollution that causes climate change. 
RGGI now helps Maine businesses and residents use energy efficiently to conserve energy and keep more of their hard-
earned money. It also positions us ahead of the curve to benefit from the new national Clean Power Plan. 

MAINE BUSINESS OWNERS 
KNOW THE SCORE

• Climate change poses a serious 
threat to our economy. As 
temperatures and sea levels rise, so 
do insurance premiums, property 
taxes, sick days, and loss of revenue 
for many types of businesses.

• Maine has some of the region’s 
finest and most significant 
renewable energy resources.

• Energy efficiency programs, 
like those funded by RGGI, are 
generating millions in savings for 
Maine businesses.

MAINE IS A CLIMATE LEADER
WE’RE READY FOR THE CLEAN POWER PLAN

REDUCING POLLUTION, GROWING MAINE’S ECONOMY
Through RGGI, Maine’s economy has netted an additional $215 million 
dollars, proving that growing our economy and reducing pollution can go 
hand-in-hand.1  In fact, Maine is at a competitive advantage under the 
new Clean Power Plan because we are already reducing our emissions and 
investing in clean energy. 

The EPA’s Clean Power Plan sets the first national limits on carbon pollution 
from power plants and gives states flexibility in meeting those limits. Maine & 
RGGI are on track to exceed the pollution reductions required by the Clean 
Power Plan. 

Maine’s economy is already benefiting from climate policies such as RGGI, 
and with our clean energy resources we’re poised to go further. Maine is 
blessed with abundant clean, renewable energy resources, which create jobs 
and provide energy security. Now it’s time for the rest of the country to clean 
up their power plants, too, because they threaten our air and our livelihoods.

TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE, 
PROTECTING MAINE JOBS

Tackling climate change means protecting the thousands of Maine jobs 
that rely on a stable climate, from farming and forestry to fishing and winter 
sports. It also means creating thousands of new jobs in clean energy, 
efficiency, and infrastructure.

$257

$31

300

$ 
M

ill
io

ns

RGGI
Spending

Lifetime
Savings

250

200

150

100

50

0

Total Energy Savings in Maine 
from RGGI, 2008-2013

1 http://www.analysisgroup.com/uploadedfiles/content/insights/publishing/economic_impact_rggi_report.pdf, p. 33
 http://www.analysisgroup.com/uploadedfiles/content/insights/publishing/analysis_group_rggi_report_july_2015.pdf,p.84

“The proposed EPA rules on greenhouse gas emissions from power plants are 
important to Maine for three reasons.  First they would reduce Maine’s electricity 
price disadvantage compared with other parts of the U.S., enhancing our economy’s 
competitiveness.  Second, Maine and New England are very well prepared to meet 
the new regulations quickly and efficiently because we helped design the model for 
the national policy.  And finally, climate change is a clear and present danger for 
Maine that needs to be addressed as quickly as possible.”    

Charlie Colgan, Economist, University of Southern Maine



Maine has everything to gain and nothing to lose through national power plant 
pollution standards. U.S. power plants emit 40 percent of climate changing 
carbon pollution, especially from coal power plants outside of our region. The 
Clean Power Plan will reduce these emissions by 32 percent below 2005 levels 
by 2030. This will help ensure that power plants across the country follow the 
lead of Maine and other Northeast states, which already taken major steps to 
reduce power plant pollution.

“Lobsters will be vulnerable on two 
fronts: warmer water brings predators 
such as hake into the Gulf of Maine 
in greater numbers, and it makes 
lobsters susceptible to a disease that 
softens their shells—a condition that 
decimated Rhode Island’s lobster 
fishery.” 
—Andy Pershing chief science officer, 

Gulf of Maine Research Institute

SUPPORT THE CLEAN POWER PLAN
Limiting carbon pollution from power plants will spur innovation and investment 
in clean energy, strengthening Maine’s economy and curbing the climate 
instability that could have devastating impacts on Maine’s small businesses, 
economy, and way of life. 

Here’s what you can do:

 ;Urge Senators Collins and King to support the Clean Power Plan. Visit the
NRCM Action Page to send an email today!

 ; Join NRCM’s Action Network at www.nrcm.kintera.org/ActionCenter and
make your voice heard to protect Maine’s environment.

 ;Visit www.nrcm.org to learn more about climate change and what you can
do about it.

CONTACT: 
Margaret Hoyt
Climate Change 
Business Organizer 
mhoyt@nrcm.org or 
(207) 430-0183

MAINE: EVERYTHING TO GAIN, 
NOTHING TO LOSE

2 https://umainetoday.umaine.edu/archives/fall-2014/extreme-weather/

• Warmer and more acidic oceans endanger lobsters and other marine fisheries,
jeopardizing the culture and economy of Maine’s coastal communities. The Gulf of
Maine is heating up faster than 99 percent of the world’s large bodies of saltwater.

• A rising sea level and more extreme weather events imperil coastal properties,
roads, and infrastructure.

• The future of snowy Maine winters is threatened by the actions that we take—or
fail to take—today. University of Maine climate scientists predict that “over the
next generation (30-40 years), the average temperature in Maine may rise 3-4
degrees Fahrenheit, with most of the warming occurring in winter.”2

CARBON POLLUTION  
THREATENS OUR ECONOMY

Clean energy boosts our economy

Warming waters threaten 
our lobster industry


