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Imagine Maine without most of the

village of Kennebunkport or the

seaside neighborhoods of Portland.

Try to envision the facilities at Bath

Iron Works completely under water,

and the popular beaches of Reid

State Park a thing of the past. The

impact such losses would mean to

Maine families, communities, and

economy are almost unthinkable.

Yet based on current global warm-

ing data from studies of glaciers,

dramatic changes like these could

be closer to reality than we would

like to believe if we aren’t more

proactive about stopping global

warming. 

This fall, the Natural Resources

Council of Maine (NRCM) released

perhaps the most comprehensive

analysis of the impacts sea-level rise

could have upon the coast of Maine. 

Working with the geographic

information systems (GIS) depart-

ment at Colby College and with input from faculty at University of

Maine’s Climate Change Institute, NRCM calculated impacts for

the entire coast. We used state-of-the-art computer mapping to 

produce detailed maps for areas

including Portland, Kennebunkport,

Damariscotta, Old Orchard Beach,

Scarborough, Bath, Georgetown,

Mount Desert Island, and the

Cranberry Isles under a three-foot and

a twenty-foot sea-level rise.   

“The likely impacts from sea-level

rise in coming years are alarming,”

says Dylan Voorhees, NRCM’s clean

energy project director. “The map of

Maine would have to be redrawn,” 

he says. 

Scientists and planners have

known for more than a decade that

sea level is rising. In 1995, the EPA

estimated that a two-to three-foot sea-

level rise was possible over the next

century. Climate change scientists

have recently revised their predictions

in response to a faster-than-expected

warming trend resulting in accelerated

melting of ice in Greenland,

Antarctica, and the Arctic Circle.

“Based on what we are learning in the polar regions, we must

now confront the possibility of a rapid 3-foot sea-level rise 

Many Maine communities are threatened by sea-level rise from
increased global warming.
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“The most dangerous impacts of
sea-level rise can still be avoided,
but widespread action is needed

now. According to scientists,
we have a shrinking window 

of opportunity to change 
our course—measured 
in years, not decades.”

—Dylan Voorhees, 
Clean Energy Project Director

S P E C I A L  E V E N T  
November 16

Stopping the Toxic Legacy

F E AT U R I N G

Roger Payne 
and 

Sandra Steingraber
See interview page 5

What Plum Creek doesn’t want you to know 
about its proposal for Moosehead

The Devil in the Details
To view all of the maps and charts depicting

NRCM’s sea-level rise analysis, and to read

our press release, statements, and global

warming fact sheet, visit our website at

www.maineenvironment.org.

Did You Know . . .

■  Although Plum Creek’s promotional materials suggest 

there will be 500 “accommodation units” (houses, condos, 

cabins, hotel rooms) at the proposed Moose Mountain 

Resort, that in fact the number of new accommodation 

units is unlimited? The amount of new commercial develop

ment is also unlimited!

■ Plum Creek is proposing to designate 32,000 acres for future

development—Phase 2—after it completes its currently pro-

NRCM works hard to keep you up-to-date on the Plum Creek

issue, so there’s a lot you already know about the Seattle-

based company’s proposal for our treasured Moosehead Lake

region.

But—

- Continued on page 4 

NRCM releases comprehensive analysis of sea-level rise impacts on Maine’s coast
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WASHINGTON WATCH:
Keeping Oil Drilling Out of
Maine’s Waters

Over the past several months, drilling proponents in Congress have been working

feverishly to lift the moratoria on oil and gas drilling off our nation’s coasts.

Chairman Richard Pombo (R-CA) steered a bill through the House of

Representatives that would lift the 25-year-old moratorium on off-shore drilling,

opening the door for oil rigs to be built as close as three miles from U.S. shores.

The bill forces states that want to protect their coasts to jump through hoops and

petition every five years to reinstate the ban in their waters. It also marks a disas-

trous retreat from the long-standing bipartisan commitment to protecting our

nation’s fragile coastline from the perils of offshore drilling.

In addition, the revenue-sharing provisions of the bill—up to 37 percent of rev-

enues from lease sales would go to states—are essentially a bribe to states to sell

off protection of their coastal waters. This would drain billions of dollars from the

federal treasury that could be invested in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and

research and development.  

Pollution from drilling off the coast of one state could poison the waters of

another. A spill in New Jersey, for example, could easily become Maine’s mess to

clean up. Even a small spill could wreak havoc on the fragile coastline and beach

areas of numerous states and jeopardize billions in tourism revenue. Then there’s

the catastrophic impact drilling operations could have on our already overburdened

fishing industry. 

Lifting the moratorium on offshore drilling would do almost nothing to reduce

dependence on oil or cut gas prices. It is by far the slowest, dirtiest, most expen-

Maine’s coast would be
threatened if the federal

government passes 
proposed offshore 
drilling legislation.

sive way to meet energy needs. Lawmakers could accomplish much more if they

focused on clean energy solutions that could save consumers money right away.

Instead, we face the same old drilling proposals that benefit an oil industry that

already has access to more than 80 percent of the oil and gas resources on the

Outer Continental Shelf.

NRCM is working closely with our colleagues in Maine and nationally to urge

Senators Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins to take leadership positions against

the Senate version of the bill. We reached out to the commercial fishing industry

and teamed with the Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance (NAMA) on a media tour

around the state that garnered press in the major dailies, on public radio, on televi-

sion, and in two solid editorials. As one of the first assignments in his new job,

NRCM’s clean energy project director, Dylan Voorhees, traveled with energy policy

expert Melinda Pierce and NAMA representative Craig Pendleton to bring this story

to Mainers and to our Senators. We’ve been in close contact with Senate staff on

the issue, and I traveled to Washington D.C. to meet with them to urge both

Senators to speak out publicly against lifting the ban.

Thanks in part to NRCM’s efforts and the work of our colleagues, Senators

Snowe and Collins both have publicly opposed the lifting of the moratoria. Senator

Snowe spoke out against the bill even being brought to the Senate floor for a vote.

NRCM will continue to advocate for protecting Maine’s coastal waters and our

commercial fishing industry. 

—Matt Prindiville, Policy Advocate for Toxics and Federal Issues

Matt Prindiville’s position here at NRCM as

outreach coordinator for toxics and federal

issues was recently restructured. Matt’s new

title is Policy Advocate for Toxics and Federal

Issues. He will provide leadership and planning

for toxics and federal issues advocacy, and he

will perform tasks from outreach to advocacy,

at the State House. Congratulations, Matt! 

Governor Baldacci recently appointed NRCM’s

staff scientist Nick Bennett to the Governor’s

Task Force to Promote Safer Chemicals in

Consumer Products. The group is made up of

experts from within and outside of state gov-

ernment and will work with the Department of

Environmental Protection to advise the

Governor on the issue.

Goodbye also to Lynn Faria, membership

manager, who left NRCM this fall to return to

nonprofit work in New York City. While here,

Lynn proved a valuable addition to our mem-

bership and marketing team, and she is great-

ly missed! 

After nearly 11 years, Bill Bayreuther, grants

director, left NRCM in September. During his

tenure, Bill was part of some of the organization’s

more important challenges and victories. Thank

you for your service, Bill, and good luck with the

opportunities that lie ahead! 
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Redefining the Impacts of
Global Warming in Maine

V I E W  F R O M  M Y W I N D O W

Highlights from our 2006
Annual Meeting

Comments? Suggestions?

Do you have comments or suggestions about our newsletter? We want to
know what you think! Although we don’t have room to run comments in our
newsletter, we may publish them online. Send your comments to Editor, Maine
Environment, Natural Resources Council of Maine, 3 Wade Street, Augusta,
ME 04330 or email them to allison@nrcm.org.

FactsFAST

Tip of the Day
Join a Library. You’ll have access to more books than ever, save money, AND 

save paper. Visit our website at www.maineenvironment.org.

The Maine we know could be a very different

place within the lifetime of our children. Leading

scientists agree that given the current rate of

Greenland’s melting glaciers resulting from global

warming, a three-foot rise in sea level is very real

possibility within the next 50 years. To understand

what this really means, NRCM worked closely with

Greg LaShoto, a GIS student at Colby College, to

develop maps depicting the impact of sea-level rise

on some of Maine’s signature coastal locales. The

data were provided by leading climate change scien-

tists, and results are disconcerting, to say the least.

A three-foot sea-level rise would consume much of Kennebunkport village and

swamp the Bush family home on Walker’s Point. Bath Iron Works, a major provider of

jobs for our state, would see most of its facility flooded. Old Orchard Beach, a Maine icon

and major tourist destination, would suffer tens of millions of dollars of property loss. 

Some scientists believe we are on track to experience a 20-foot sea-level rise. While

this would take longer to occur, experts say that we could reach a tipping point well

before the year 2100, after which it will be impossible to prevent such a rise. Based on

our maps, I-295 through Portland would be underwater, and there would be no more

Commercial Street. Reid State Park in Georgetown, breeding grounds for the endangered

Piping Plover and a favorite swimming beach for Maine families, would be unrecognizable,

and 30 percent of the Cranberry Isles, near Mount Desert Island, would be gone.

If current trends continue, some of Maine’s most special places will be seen by our

children and grandchildren only through photos. How would we begin to explain to

them why we failed to take the action necessary to protect the place we love, the

place we have chosen to call home? 

To raise awareness of the urgency of our findings, NRCM held a press conference

September 19 in Portland. We were joined by Portland Mayor Jim Cohen, Professor

Gordon Hamilton of the Climate Change Institute at the University of Maine, and oth-

ers who cautioned about the impact of sea-level rise on Maine’s economy and cultural

heritage. The story was picked up extensively by the press. 

Although the window of opportunity to reverse the current global warming trend is

closing, it is not too late to prevent devastation to some of Maine’s most vulnerable

places, and the Natural Resources Council is leading this effort in Maine.  

Most recently, our Maine Global Warming Challenge is more than three-quarters

toward our goal of reducing 600,000 pounds of global warming pollution by Earth Day

(April) 2007. This is thanks to you, our members and supporters who have taken the

pledge to make easy yet important choices in your daily lives to reduce emissions.

Hundreds of you have signed our postcard urging President Bush to make the U.S. 

a leader on energy conservation and clean, renewable sources of energy. Your mem-

bership dues help provide the financial support we need to stay on top of the latest

research and to work for legislation to protect our families and our communities from

the harm of global warming pollution. Thank you. 
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Nineteen scientists from 13 countries signed a declaration 

saying that the world is on the brink of a major biodiversity crisis.

The declaration, published in the journal Nature, is calling for the creation of

an international body to advise governments on how to protect the planet's

ecosystems. Reuters

The EPA has not met 30 percent of the Clean Air Act’s 

requirements and regularly misses deadlines, according to the

Government Accountability Office. The GAO said the EPA has not yet met 239

of the law’s requirements, and of those fulfilled, only 12 were met on time.

Associated Press

Global warming puts 12 famous U.S.

national parks at risk. All are in the American

West, where temperatures have risen twice as fast as in

the rest of the United States over the last 50 years. On

the list are Glacier National Park (MT), Rocky Mountain

National Park (CO), Yellowstone (WY), and Yosemite (CA). Reuters

NRCM held its annual meeting on Saturday, October 14, 2006 at the University 

of Maine campus in Orono. Thanks to all members and guests who attended. 

You helped make the event very special!

Bison in Yellowstone
National Park

—Brownie Carson, Executive Director

T
VOTE “NO” ON TABOR 
to Protect Maine’s Environment!

TABOR poses a real threat to the future of our already under-funded conservation

and environmental protection programs. The lesson from Colorado, another state

with rich natural resources and a long history of conservation, is that budgeting

through arbitrary formulas will greatly impede our ability to react to calamity and

opportunity alike. We want to continue to invest in Maine’s natural resources, not

divest in it. 

TABOR (Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights) would constrict Maine’s ability to maintain its

valued parks and recreation areas that Mainers and tourists value. It would cap the

already limited resources available to the Department of Environmental Protection to

enforce current and future laws that work to keep our lands and waters clean. It would

restrict future investments in land conservation.

Read more on our website www.maineenvironment.org and tell your friends

and neighbors to vote "No" on TABOR!

Below left and right: After the meeting,
some three dozen members gathered at
the Orono Bog Boardwalk for a guided
plant and bird walk and to enjoy the
beautiful autumn day. 

After refreshments, members moved into the auditorium for Brownie Carson's “Extraordinary Places”
presention, which was followed by a panel discussion featuring (left to right) John Banks of the 
Penobscot Indian Nation, Jim Glavine of Beaver Cove on Moosehead Lake, and Bruce Farling,
Montana conservationist sharing about Plum Creeks practices in his state. The panel was 
moderated by NRCM's North Woods project director Cathy Johnson (far right). 

Right and below: A light lunch followed by
honoring our 2006 Environmental Award

winner presentations (see page 6).
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caused by melting glaciers,” says Professor Gordon Hamilton of the Climate Change Institute at the University of Maine.

It could get worse. This summer, as part of the multi-state suit against carmakers who are trying to block tough

emission standards, NASA’s top climate scientist testified that a sea-level rise of at least 20-feet is likely within a

century if we continue on the warming track we are on. Dr. Jim Hansen, Director of NASA’s Goddard Institute for

Space Science, said we could be nearing a “tipping point”: if we warm the earth by an additional 2° C, several

meters of sea-level rise becomes 99 percent likely.

NRCM’s sea-level rise maps represent a conservative estimate of impact. In reality, rising seas erode beaches

and bluffs much faster than if the sea level was simply rising as in a bath tub. The area affected in the three-foot

scenario could easily be doubled by storm surges. No erosion or storm surge flooding was modeled in the NRCM

analysis, making the actual effects potentially more devastating.

The implications for Maine’s economy would be tremendous. Many parts of Route 1 would need to be com-

pletely rebuilt and rerouted. Millions of dollars would be required to rebuild fresh water supplies and wastewater

treatment plants. The value of properties along the more vulnerable—and more expensive—south coast would be

in the hundreds of millions. Because these areas include some of the state’s most important tourist destinations,

the impact on Maine’s $3.5 billion tourism economy could be incalculable.  

Add to this the ecological damage. Breeding habitat in sand dunes, tidal marshes, and coastal wetlands, used by

hundreds of wildlife species, could be destroyed. Impacts would be devastating to some of Maine’s most endangered

birds like the Piping Plover, Saltmarsh Sparrow, and Roseate Tern.  “Coastlines have continually changed over the mil-

lennia, but this degree of change over the course of

decades means that marshes, beaches, and other

needed habitat will be destroyed before new nesting

grounds can be created,” said Jeanette Lovitch, a

biologist, birder, and business owner from Yarmouth. 

Voorhees notes that Maine has made some

progress through leadership by individuals, includ-

ing more than 125 NRCM supporters who have

signed on to the Maine Global Warming Challenge

(see page 5). He says that although the State has

taken steps by passing the Cleaner Car Sales

Goals and other initiatives, further action is neces-

sary to boost energy efficiency, expand renewable energy, and cut carbon emissions from transportation. “The most

dangerous impacts of sea-level rise can still be avoided, but widespread action is needed now. According to scien-

tists, we have a shrinking window of opportunity to change our course—measured in years, not decades.”

Voorhees adds that cities should be doing more to help solve the global warming problem, and he points to

Mayor Jim Cohen as a leader in moving Portland toward a smaller carbon foot-

print. Mayor Cohen is one of about 280 mayors to sign on to the Mayors’

Climate Action plan, a resolution by America’s mayors to reduce greenhouse

gases produced by their cities. Says Cohen, “When we conserve energy, we

save money and we improve our environment. As a coastal community,

Portland is particularly vulnerable to sea-level rise, and so I’m very proud that

Portland was able to join hundreds of cities around America in support of the

Mayor's Climate Action plan and that we are taking a leadership role through

our Sustainable Portland Task Force.”     

Some have compared the effects of global warming to a hurricane moving

in slow motion. The difference is that global warming can be prevented with the

tools already at our fingertips. Citizens across Maine are invited to take

NRCM’s Maine Global Warming Challenge and reduce their emissions by 1500

pounds this year. And, says Voorhees, “Everyone should join us in calling on

our elected leaders to get serious about global warming before it is too late.”

—Allison Childs Wells, Editor and Public Affairs Director

President Bush’s family home on Walker’s Point in Kennebunkport
would be submerged based on current global warming predictions.

Brassua Lake is slotted for development in Plum
Creek’s proposal for the Moosehead region.
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What Sea-level Rise from Global Warming Could Mean for Maine
Among the more dramatic findings of the analysis: 

NRCM created maps showing the impacts
of sea-level rise on Portland and other

communities.

Least Tern, a threatened
species that breeds at Reid

State Park in Georgetown, an
area that would be destroyed

by increased sea-level rise
from global warming.

■  1,000 acres of downtown Portland could be wiped out, including all of Commercial Street and portions of I-295. 

■  Most of the village of Kennebunkport along with President Bush’s family home on Walker’s Point could be com-

pletely submerged.

■  Bath Iron Works, the state’s largest private employer, would be ruined by even a three-foot sea-level rise and 

completely flooded in the higher sea-level rise scenario. 

■  Reid State Park in Georgetown, home to several endangered species, would be devastated.  

■  More than 12,000 acres of land could be submerged on islands in Penobscot Bay including Vinalhaven and 

Deer Isle, which would destroy fire departments, public libraries, and other coastal properties. 

■  The Cranberry Isles could be radically transformed from five islands to thirteen, losing thirty percent of their 

total surface area.  

■  Scarborough Marsh, one of the largest and most valued wildlife sanctuaries in New England, would be almost 

completely destroyed. 

■  Of Maine’s 1,250 publicly protected parcels, more than half would be harmed, even with a three-foot rise. 

These include 250 areas controlled by the Department of Conservation, 125 controlled by Inland Fisheries & 

Wildlife, plus 95 Nature Conservancy sites and 22 Maine Audubon sites.
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posed development of 975 house lots and 2 

resorts with unlimited additional residential and 

commercial development?

■  Although boat houses built out over the water

are generally not allowed under current rules,

Plum Creek's development proposal would allow

an unlimited number of boathouses, or club

houses, up to 5,000 square feet (more than 

twice the size of the average American home) 

to be built on shorelines anywhere development

is proposed.

■  Lots proposed on the northwest shore of

Moosehead Lake are more than 35 miles from

Greenville and are so remote that they are not

currently accessible even by logging roads? 

■  The conservation easement along the Moose

River will only go into effect after all 11 shorefront

subdivisions containing 164 shorefront lots on

Brassua Lake are approved? This means 

Plum Creek could apply for and get all but one

lot approved and would not have to do any 

easement on the river.

■  Mining will be allowed on the Moosehead

Lake–Roach River easement lands?

■  Registered Maine guides would not have

guaranteed free access for their clients to the

Moosehead Lake–Roach River easement lands? 

■  The Moosehead Lake–Roach River ease-

ment lands could be subdivided into five parcels

and each of them developed with one undefined

structure? 

■  Surface and subsurface water extraction, 

and any buildings necessary for that purpose,

will be allowed on the Moosehead Lake–Roach

River easement lands?

■  The Moosehead Lake–Roach River conser-

vation easement does not require Plum Creek to

practice sustainable forest management?  

Stay informed of the latest on our work to protect

the Moosehead region! Sign up for our Action

Network at www.maineenvironment.org or by

calling Ryan Ewing at (800) 278-2345 ext. 243.  

- Continued from page 1
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Stopping the Toxic Legacy

NRCM 
in Action

The following is an excerpt from an interview with Roger Payne, world-renowned

whale researcher, and Sandra Steingraber, celebrated author, ecologist, and cancer

survivor. To read the full interview, visit our website at www.maineenvironment.org.

Both Roger Payne and Sandra Steingraber know the power of a good story. For

Payne, scientist and founder of the Ocean Alliance, it was the story of whales,

whose songs he discovered (with

Scott McVay in 1967) and continues

to broadcast for all the world to hear.

For Steingraber, author of Living

Downstream and Having Faith, it was

the story of her own experience with

cancer and her lifelong pursuit of the

environmental causes of human ill-

ness. Both have been successful

telling their own stories and the stories of others on the global stage, and both feel

that as a society, each of us has a part to play in protecting people and wildlife from

toxic chemicals.

NRCM: You often communicate complex scientific information with a person-

al, human story, often your own. Does this use of emotion work? Why?

SS: The idea that emotion is not a part of science is a criticism that does not

come from within the sciences. In my discipline, biology, it is openly acknowl-

edged and celebrated that what you choose to study is something that you love

and are passionate about. Our own personal experience shapes our interests and

what we choose to study.

RP: Humans have been selected to change their minds on the basis of emo-

tion. Unless we bring in emotion, we're not going to get everyone's attention. Like

with whales. Right from the start, I knew there was something about them, some-

thing powerful to contemplate, even before I had ever seen one. 

NRCM: How has a changing media influenced the way you tell your stories?

SS: We are out of practice just listening to a human voice. The Internet has

made things faster. It is much easier to be an environmental detective, and the

Internet has been good for community organizing. I have seen it work is my home-

town of Peoria, Illinois. 

RP: I created an IMAX film about whales [in 1997]. It had

nothing to do with anything except getting it to Japan, which

is the second largest IMAX market and is the largest whaling

nation in the world. A survey of viewers showed overwhelm-

ing support for the movie, which was an embarrassment to the

Prime Minister of Japan. Now, Japanese children can download

whale songs free from the Internet. Mixed media is working.

NRCM: It seems so obvious that what happens to wildlife can affect humans,

too, but the “canary in the coal mine” metaphor is not working with toxics.

SS: It is amazing to me how many disconnects still exist. I could spend the

rest of my life explaining the connections between human health and the envi-

ronment to my colleagues in various disciplines. Medical training does not always

include environmental effects on health. It is one of my main callings in the world,

to bridge that gap between epidemiology and field ecology, between human

health and environmental issues.

RP: Pollution of the oceans is one of the biggest public health problems that

humanity has ever faced. Between 20 and 70 percent of the world's population—

at least 2 billion people—depend on seafood for their primary source of protein. 

If seafood becomes too contaminated to eat, we've removed access to a princi-

pal source of animal protein, and people will die prematurely for lack of healthy

food, all because of a selfish generation. We have an opportunity to do the right

thing, and we should take it, seize it, run with it.

Do Your Part 
to Reduce Global Warming
Take NRCM’s 
Maine Global Warming Challenge
Maine’s coastal communities, and our state’s $3.5 billion tourism economy, are

at risk from global warming. Help protect the Maine you love—and the Maine

you want to leave for your children—by signing on to NRCM’s Maine Global

Warming Challenge. Taking the Challenge is easy and will save you money on

your energy bills. To sign up:

1)  Go to our website at www.maineenvironment.org.

2)  Choose from our menu the actions you will take. 

3)  Follow the easy sign-up instructions, and let the 

savings begin!

Together, we can reduce Maine’s global warming emissions by

600,000 pounds over the next year. We’re already three-quarters

of the way there! Do your part to protect Maine’s environment. 

Sign on to our Maine Global Warming Challenge today!

Thursday, November 16, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

Hannaford Auditorium  •  Abromson Community Education Center

University of Southern Maine •  Bedford Street, Portland

Rising Urgency— Dylan Voorhees, clean energy proj-

ect director, led NRCM’s analysis of sea-level rise result-

ing from global warming and its impacts on Maine (see

story page 1). In September, as part of that work, we held

a press conference in Portland, where speakers included

a range of experts, including a scientist, biologist, coastal

community residents, and the mayor of Portland. The event

received local, regional, even national press coverage,

helping to raise awareness about the very serious threat

global warming poses to Maine’s community, 

cultural heritage, and economy. 

A glimpse at where NRCM 
staff have been working in 
communities around Maine.

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection is holding information sessions

about the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a major new program to reduce global

warming pollution from power plants in the Northeast. This is the next major step in

advancing Maine’s Climate Action Plan, which NRCM helped craft. With several states

working together, this program has national significance. Each session will allow

time for the public to comment on the program and identify issues that should be

considered under this new law. Information sessions schedules are indicated

above. 

Tuesday, November 28: Portland • Thursday, November 30: Bangor • Tuesday, December 19: Augusta

Visit NRCM’s website at www.maineenvironment.org for more details about the sessions and about this exciting initiative.

Speaking Out for the Penobscot— U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary

Dirk Kempthorne came to Brewer on September 20 to talk with Mainers as part of a

national tour to gather ideas on how to encourage more collaboration between 

government and other groups. NRCM’s federal policy advocate, Matt Prindiville, was

among attendees who urged federal funding for restoration of the Penobscot River.

“If you and the President are serious about cooperative conservation, then I implore

you to use your leadership position to secure the necessary funding for this project,”

Prindiville said. The Penobscot River Restoration Project represents a coalition of

conservation groups, government agencies, and the Penobscot Indian Nation 

working to re-open about 500 miles of habitat for the endangered Atlantic salmon,

sturgeon, and other native fish.

Protecting Moosehead— North Woods Policy Advocate Diano Circo continues to

be sought for presentations around the state. This fall, he gave a talk to more than

200 people at Unity College interested to hear facts about Plum Creek’s proposal for

Moosehead that the company isn’t sharing. Circo also gave presentations at the

University of Maine, Orono, and elsewhere throughout the state, including several in

the Moosehead region. If you would like to stay informed of the latest on the Plum

Creek issue, join out Action Network at www.maineenvironment.org.
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Dylan Voorhees spoke 
at our September 

Global Warming Press
Conference.
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Sally Jacobs
For providing extraordinary leadership in the protection of land in
the Bangor-Orono region

Sally Jacobs has been described as “a worldwind,“ “a full-time ball of energy and

ideas,“ and “a tireless center of activity and inspiration.“ How fortunate we are that

such a person is focused on protecting Maine’s special places. Sally is a biology

instructor retired from the University of Maine and a founder of the Orono Land

Trust, which recently celebrated its 20th anniversary, making it one of Maine’s old-

est land trusts. Sally served as its president for the first 11 years and as a board

member since that time. Under her inspiration, the Orono

Land Trust helped conserve 2,000 acres of Caribou Bog, a 

block of undeveloped habitat straddling Orono and Bangor 

that serves as important conservation land within the

expanding urban center around Bangor. 

But for Sally, starting one land trust wasn’t enough.

She also assisted in the start-up of the Bangor Land

Trust and the Sunrise Trail Coalition, a group dedicated

to creating a recreational trail from Bangor to Calais on

an unused rail line. And that’s not all. She is at the same time helping to move for-

ward another ambitious plan called the Caribou Bog-Penjajawoc Corridor Project

that will be at the forefront of maintaining habitat for wildlife within the

Bangor/Orono/Old Town region. The project recently received a $400,000 grant

from the Land for Maine’s Future committee. 

Thousands of acres of habitat have been conserved and miles of trails estab-

lished for the enjoyment of the outdoors by the people of the Bangor-Orono 

area, and the people of Maine, because of the tireless 

work of Sally Jacobs.

Dudley Greeley
For his work as an advocate for greener, more energy-efficient buildings

Some people express their passion for the environment through hiking, canoeing,

birding, fishing, maybe even photography. But for Dudley Greeley, it’s just as likely

to show up when he speaks about CFL lightbulbs! That’s because Dudley has

become one of Maine’s most visible and outspoken advocates of the links between

climate change, energy efficiency, and green power. 

As Director of the Office of Sustainability for the University of Southern Maine,

Dudley has worked tirelessly toward helping the university become a model of envi-

ronment sustainability for the southern Maine community. Dudley was central to

instituting USM’s CleanLights Program, an initiative that involved the replacement 

of 1,000 incandescent lightbulbs with energy-efficient compact fluorescent light-

bulbs. His work has greatly reduced the university’s carbon footprint and will save

more than $40,000 in electricity costs—plus an additional $30,000 in bulb replace-

ment costs. 

Such bold moves reflect not only Dudley’s dedication to taking on the global

warming problem but also his ability to broad-

en the thinking of administrators and opera-

tions managers to incorporate operating costs,

not just capital costs, into institutional budget

planning processes. Dudley was instrumental in

the adoption of green building standards for

new building projects on the USM campus,

including the Abromson Community Education

Center which uses geothermal heating and the

latest in energy-efficient lighting. He is an effec-

tive and inspiring teacher, having developed and co-taught several courses at USM

on sustainability, and is a frequent contributor and speaker at conferences and

forums across the state. We are energized by Dudley Greeley’s successes in guid-

ing Maine on the way toward more energy-efficient buildings. 

FIRST ANNUAL

People’s Choice Award
This year, we introduced the NRCM People’s Choice Award, to give our members

and supporters the chance to recognize people who are making a difference in their

communities. We had more than 36 nominees from across the state. After narrowing

the field to five outstanding finalists, you voted, and the winner is:

Eric Brown / Fairfield, Maine
For starting Gang Green, an environmentally focused group of teach-
ers and students at Lawrence High School

By starting a group and calling it “Gang Green,” Eric showed that he appreciates the

importance of getting attention! And attention Gang Green has gotten, for the cause

of protecting Maine’s environment. The group’s first project was starting a recycling

program at Lawrence High School. It became so successful that it grew to include

the junior high and administrative offices nearby. Eric organized an Earth Day dis-

play in the Lawrence High School foyer that focused on various environmental con-

cerns and showed how Gang Green’s recy-

cling program had saved the equivalent of

600 barrels of oil. Eric and his students

demonstrated that they also have a green

thumb by planting a garden to produce veg-

etables so that fewer are transported from

across the country thus reducing the carbon

footprint. Under Eric's guidance, Gang Green

hopes to continue to increase its environmental

action throughout the school year and beyond. 

Androscoggin River Alliance
For its unwavering  efforts to get the Androscoggin River cleaned up

The Androscoggin River Alliance has taken on one of the biggest environmental 

battles in the state since its formation in 2005: the fight to clean up the Andro-

scoggin River.  Even though this is an enormously difficult first issue to tackle, the

ARA has persevered. The organization may be new to the scene but the people that

have made it successful are not. They are citizens of the Androscoggin River Valley,

and they are unwilling to accept that their rights to a clean and healthy river are less

important than the demands of International Paper, which discharges nearly

40,000,000 gallons of polluted wastewater into the river every day. 

The ARA continues to make the

case for families who for decades have

been deprived of the recreational and

economic opportunities a clean river

would provide them. The ARA has

broadened awareness of the poor

health of the river within the community

and beyond by bringing together voices

from across the Lewiston-Auburn area,

including the compelling testimony of

Bates College students at a legislative hearing that captured the media spotlight for

the cause of getting the Androscoggin cleaned up. 

The relentless pressure applied by the Androscoggin River Alliance certainly

played an important role in what ultimately led to the resignation of the

Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection last year. Now, the

river is closer to being cleaned up, if decision makers have the will to stand up to 

the powerful influences of the paper industry. As the battle for the Androscoggin con-

tinues, we can be certain that the Androscoggin River Alliance will be there to

remind officials of what the Androscoggin was, what it is today, and what it could and

should be again, for future generations. 

Each year at our annual meeting, NRCM honors people who have made outstanding contributions 

to the protection of Maine’s environment. These are individuals who show exceptional dedication 

to protecting the Maine we all know and love. Below are excerpts from the citations shared 

at the meeting on October 14th, 2006. Congratulations, and thank you!

2006 ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD WINNERS

Sharon Tisher, Eric Brown and Brownie Carson.

Androscioggin River Alliance officers Neil Ward
and George d’Augustine and Brownie Carson.

Sharon Tisher, Dudley Greeley and 
Brownie Carson.

Sharon Tisher and Sally
Jacobs.
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BECOME ONE OF A SPECIAL GROUP OF PEOPLE safeguarding Maine’s environment in a unique
way. Partners in Maine’s Future give in support of NRCM’s work each month automatically through
their credit card or checking account. For as little as $5-$25 per month, you can show your ongoing

commitment to helping NRCM keep Maine Maine. Become a Partner today! 

❑  Yes, I want to invest in the future of Maine!

Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________  Email __________________________________

I agree to make a monthly contribution of:

❑ $5    ❑ $10*    ❑ $15    ❑ $20    ❑ $25    Other $___________

Please charge my credit card:
❑ VISA    ❑ MasterCard    ❑ Discover    ❑ AmEx

Account # ___________________________________________________________________

Signature _______________________________________________ Exp Date ____________

Please use my checking account:

❑ I authorize my bank to transfer the amount indicated from my checking account to the Natural Resources Council

of Maine. My bank statement will serve as my monthly receipt. To change my gift, I will contact NRCM.

IMPORTANT: Please enclose a check for your first month’s contribution and account verification.

Signature __________________________________________   Date ________________

* qualifies you for membership in the Landmark Society. At this level of support, you will receive quarterly

update reports from the executive director and invitations to special events.

PARTNERS 
IN MAINE’S FUTURE

The monthly giving club 
for people who love 
Maine

Join NRCM’s

MaineShare, 
an Easy Way to Support
NRCM’s Work 
Do you enjoy the outdoors?  Do you want to help Maine kids enjoy safe

childhoods and well-rounded educations?  Have you or someone you

love been touched by cancer?

MaineShare connects you to the issues that matter in your life.

Established in 1989, MaineShare provides employees of businesses

large and small an easy way to support

statewide organizations working to

improve the quality of life for Maine

people.

MaineShare also supports organiza-

tions that protect the environment—like

the Natural Resources Council of

Maine.

Donors to MaineShare give a few (or

more!) dollars every paycheck, deducted

automatically.  Those small gifts, which are tax deductible, add up to

one large gift by the end of the year. You may choose to support select-

ed organizations or to have your gifts shared equally among the many

worthy nonprofits that belong to MaineShare.

NRCM is one of the beneficiaries of MaineShare. Other organiza-

tions include KIDS Consortium, Maine Center on Deafness, Maine

Coalition to End Sexual Assault, Maine Federation of Humane

Societies, the Maine Hospice Council, and many more.  

We are also one of more than 140 workplaces across the state that

participates in MaineShare.  

If you currently participate in MaineShare, THANK YOU!  If you

would like to get your company involved, please visit our web site,

www.maineenvironment.org. We are linked to MaineShare through

the “Donate” page.

—Gretta Wark, Development Director

Crafting a Legacy
Burt Libby builds canoes. Large and small, his hand-crafted wood-and-canvas canoes are

magnificent examples of a Maine art form. 

Executive Director Brownie Carson and other NRCM staff got a close look at one of Burt’s

creations in September. Burt presented a 5-foot miniature—a scale model of one of his 13 1/2-

foot canoes—to NRCM in recognition of our work to protect the woods and waters of Maine that

he has enjoyed for many decades.

At his Litchfield shop, Burt crafts individually each piece of wood: gunwales of cherry and

spruce, cedar planking and ribs, and oak keels. Once planked, the canoes are covered with

canvas, waterproofed, and painted. Every boat—whether full-size or miniature—takes about 100

hours to make. 

Burt, now in his mid-eighties, began building canoes after he retired. His wife needed a ves-

sel light enough to lift on and off a car herself. Burt did some reading, designed his own model,

and built a 47-pound, 13 1/2-foot boat. He hasn’t stopped since.

Burt has been a member of NRCM for 16 years. “We’re grateful to Burt for his generous sup-

port of our work over the years and for presenting this extraordinary gift,” says Brownie. “It will

grace our offices as a reminder of our commitment to protect the rivers, lakes, and forests that

our members love so much.” —Mathew Scease, Major Gifts DirectorSupport NRCM’s work by giv-
ing through MaineShare

Burt Libby, a long-time member, came by our offices in Augusta to present one of his handmade wood-and-
canvass canoes to  Executive Director  Brownie Carson and NRCM.
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Dr. Roger Payne, 
world-renowned whale researcher,
founder of Ocean Alliance

Dr. Payne and Dr. Steingraber will the make the connection
between our environment and our health, and what we  

can do to protect both.

MODERATOR

Sharon Tisher, President, NRCM Board of Directors

Stopping the Toxic Legacy

LECTURERS

Dr. Sandra Steingraber, 
celebrated author, ecologist, 

and cancer survivor

Stopping the Toxic Legacy

COURTESY S. STEINGRABER

COURTESY OCEAN ALLIANCE
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Thursday, November 16th, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
Hannaford Auditorium • Abromson Community Education Center

University of Southern Maine • Portland Campus

Drop On(line) By at www.maineenvironment.org!
Get breaking news about Maine’s environment by adding NRCM’s website to your

browser’s “Favorites.” You’ll find the latest news about our issues and have ready

access to our press releases and statements. View the latest “My Maine This Week.“

Read in-depth descriptions about the different project areas we work on. Logging onto

the www.maineenvironment.org daily also helps you stay connected to people who

share your values—protecting the nature of Maine. Bookmark us today! 
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Welcome, New Members!
New  Members July 1, 2006 through September 30, 2006

Do you have a photograph that shows your love for Maine? A poem?
Short prose? We’d love to feature it on our new homepage feature, 
“My Maine This Week.“ Send your submissions to beth@nrcm.org.
And visit our website often at www.maineenvironment.org to see the
latest “My Maine This Week.”

“My Maine This Week“

“This photo was taken in Bremen, just off the shore by the dock across from the
Audubon camp. This was our first trip to Maine. We had a great time.”  

—Terry Mingle, Cortland, New York

Send Us Your

SHARE  YOUR  THOUGHTS
Do you have thoughts you would like to share about any of our issues? 

About your love for Maine’s environment? About why you support NRCM? 

We’ve created “Share Your Thoughts“ as a special place on our website for 

member voices. Send your thoughts to beth@nrcm.org. 

Please put “SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS“ in the subject line.

Special Gifts in Honor of People or Events 

Kristin Hutchins
Bonnie Jardin
Sandra Johnson
Ms. Loraine Kohorn 
Virginia Long
Ms. Mary Lou Lowrie 
Keith Marple
Carleton Mills
Ms. Margaret Mitchell

Kathy Campbell
Ms. Rose Cleary 
Richard Diamond
Hannah Dring
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske
Richard Foss
Mr. Bill Hahn 
E. Virginia Grover

Stan and Michelle Moody
Pauline Nason
Frederic Pease
Mr. Robert Schaible 
Sandy Smallidge
Annetta Weinhardt
Conrad Wurtz

Memorial gifts

Margaret Bruno in memory of Madie Demers

Burchard Ranger in memory of Pat Ranger

Norma Krajczar in memory of Charlotte Ritter

Henry and Ruby Bolton in memory of Alva Morrision

Gift Memberships

Frank and Chloe Adams from Stephanie Baird

Norman Thombs from Beth Dimond

Bruce Childs from Anonymous

Mike Zajchowski from Anonymous

Debra Holloway from Fred Farnham

New members of PARTNERS IN MAINE’S FUTURE Program

Volunteers Jessie Ricker (l)
and Teagan McMahon

Action Network Coordinator Ryan
Ewing talking with a 

fairgoer concerned about 
Plum Creek’s proposal for

Moosehead.

Julie LaChance
John Maguire
Ron McKusick
Teagan McMahon
Emily Newell
Jessie Ricker
Roxanne Rollins
Linda Woods

Nathan Booker
Emily Bright

Alexandra “Z“ Brown
Katie Chapman

Jodie Clark
Caroline Gill

Sandy & Ole Jaeger
Tasha Kimmet
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Thank You for Helping Us at the Fair!

Turn out at our booth at this year’s Common Ground Fair
was as high as ever despite the rain. A very special 
thank you to our volunteers who helped us share 

our message to protect Maine’s environment! 


