March 31, 2011
Senator Michael Thibodeau, Chair
Representative Stacey Fitts, Chair
Joint Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Technology

Re: Energy Efficiency Now: Saving Money, Saving Jobs
Dear Chairmen Thibodeau and Fitts, and members of the Committee,

We are part of Maine’s significant and growing industry of energy efficiency companies. Maine has taken
some important steps to make energy efficiency a priority for homes, businesses, and industry, and we are
the workforce that turns energy efficiency investments into reality. It is essential that Maine continues its
momentum of support for energy efficiency, including through the important work of Efficiency
Maine.

Energy efficiency is Maine’s lowest-cost energy resource, and there remains a large untapped potential of
cost-effective opportunities in our buildings and industry.

Energy efficiency investments are especially important because they keep money flowing in the Maine
economy. Unlike Maine’s enormous spending on oil and gas that goes out of state, energy efficiency
requires local labor and local companies that can’t be exported or outsourced. And the savings on energy—
which can easily be 25-50% of customers’ bills—get re-circulated into the local economy as spending on
others things. The total economic impact is very large.

In partnership with Efficiency Maine programs, Maine contractors, vendors, engineers, and other companies
have helped consumers in the state reduce energy costs by half a billion dollars since 2004.

Energy efficiency should be Maine’s top energy priority because it is very cost-effective, reduces use of
fossil fuels, and strengthens our economy—>but it won’t be maximized without continued public efforts
that help overcome barriers to investment. Efficiency Maine with its mix of expertise, incentives, public
education, and more, helps overcome many of these barriers and maximize cost-effective investments.

It is difficult for our energy efficiency companies to thrive and maximize our payrolls in an environment
where interest and investments in energy efficiency only follow the rollercoaster of energy prices. Reducing
energy costs can be a reality if we keep our attention on energy efficiency over time. Clear, sustained policies
by the State provide the certainty that help us invest in additional jobs, equipment, and training.

Please make energy efficiency a priority during the coming legislative session, and work actively and
in a bipartisan fashion to ensure that Efficiency Maine has the resources to continue the momentum.
Help companies like ours continue to grow and thrive, while reducing electricity and heating oil costs
for Maine consumers.
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Senator Michael Thibodeau, Chair
Representative Stacey Fitts, Chair
Joint Committee on Utilities & Energy
Augusta, ME 04330

Dear Chairmen Thibodeau and Fitts and members of the Committee,

I am writing today, urging you to support Efficiency Maine’s proposed budget. We often hear
that Maine has some of the highest energy costs in the nation, and that these high energy costs
make us uncompetitive with businesses in other regions. At Oakhurst Dairy, we have reduced
our energy costs substantially through energy efficiency, and have found that energy efficiency
represents one of the most cost-effective investments Maine can make. Maine must continue its
momentum in supporting investments in energy efficiency in Maine homes, businesses and
industry. We know that energy efficiency cannot only play a significant role in reducing energy
costs, but it can also improve economic conditions and competitiveness of Maine businesses.

That’s why at Oakhurst we’ve taken many different steps to reduce our environmental impact,
including by investing in energy efficiency improvements using the Efficiency Maine business
program. Simply put, we never stop looking for ways to reduce waste and improve the efficiency
of our operation, and shrink our carbon footprint.

Energy efficiency seems like a “no-brainer”: what rational person or business would buy 15 cent
power when it can be bought for 4 cents? However, Maine businesses rarely have the time or
expertise to determine which investments make sense, which products and services can be
trusted, or how to make it happen. Efficiency Maine Trust provides many needed elements that
help businesses like ours overcome barriers and make real, cost-effective investments.
Unfortunately many cost-effective energy efficiency opportunities remain, not only in our
businesses, but in thousands of other Maine businesses and residences that have yet to complete
projects like ours.

For these reasons and more, | urge you to make energy efficiency a priority during this
legislative session, and work actively and in a bipartisan fashion to ensure that Efficiency
Maine Trust has adequate resources to capture all cost-effective energy efficiency identified
in Maine homes and businesses, and thus continue its forward momentum to help many
thousands of additional businesses save energy in the coming years.

Sincerely,

William Bennett
President and Chief Operating Officer
Oakhurst Dairy

Oakhurst Dairy 364 Forest Avenue Portland, Maine 04101
(207) 772-7468 Fax (207) 874-0714 www.oakhurstdairy.com
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March 28, 2011

Senator Michael Thibodeau, Chair
Representative Stacey Fitts, Chair
Joint Committee on Utilities & Energy
Augusta, ME 04330

Dear Chairmen Thibodeau and Fitts and members of the Comumittee,

Over the last 22 years I, through my real estate management and development firm East Brown
Cow Management, Inc., have spent well over $1 million implementing energy efficiency
improvements. These improvements accrue to my benefit as well as my tenants, but even more
importantly, the capital required to produce them are spent to hire local contractors. This capital
is financed by the long term savings in energy which alternatively would stream to energy
suppliers far beyond the borders of Maine. Many of these improvements would not be viable
without both the expertise and guidance, as well as the supplemental capital, provided by
Efficiency Maine.

Efficiency Maine has guided us in the complete replacement of outdated inefficient lighting in a
400 space structured parking garage with new, highly efficient LED lighting — yielding
significant operating savings and superior visibility.

A new chiller to provide cooling using half the historical energy consumption in a 10 story
Portland office tower is in the final stage of installation.

We have replaced thousands of fluorescent fixtures with state-of-the-art TS lights which in some
cases reduce power consumption by over 65%.

In a state where energy costs are high and business growth is weak investing in energy efficiency
is a critical component of making Maine business viable. Much of this improved infrastructure
would never make it off the drawing boards without Efficiency Maine. The most effective route
to increasing Maine’s energy efficiency is leveraging and supplementing the capital of Maine
citizens and businesses.

I hope, in the pursuit of creating a more competitive landscape in Maine, you find these
compelling reasons to support increasing the funding to Efficiency Maine.
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J. TinrSoley
President
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