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LD 837: “An Act to Protect Children’s Health and  
Promote Safe Schools and Day Care Centers by Limiting the Use of Pesticides”  

 

Sponsor: Representative NELSON of Falmouth 
 

Summary:  This bill would replace herbicides - that are used for cosmetic or ornamental purposes - on school 
grounds and day care centers with nontoxic alternatives.   
 

Explanation1: 
 

Children are at higher risk from lawn chemicals 
 Children face higher risks than adults from lawn chemical exposure due to their small size, engaging in 

activities on or near the ground, tendency to place their hands close to their face, greater intake of air relative 
to body weight, and developing organ systems2 

 Children ages 6-11 nationwide have significantly higher levels of pesticide residues in their bodies than all 
other age categories.3 

 The National Academy of Sciences reports that children are more susceptible to chemicals than adults and 
estimates that 50% of lifetime pesticide exposure occurs during the first five years of life.4 

Cosmetic lawn chemicals are linked to learning disabilities and other serious health effects 
 Of the 36 most commonly used lawn pesticides: 14 are probable or possible carcinogens, 15 are linked with 

birth defects, 21 with reproductive effects, 24 with neurotoxicity, 22 with liver or kidney damage, and 34 are 
sensitizers and/or irritants.5 

 Studies on lawn product formulations show effects on learning ability, aggressiveness, memory, motor skills 
and immune system function.6 

 Lawn products containing herbicides and fertilizers (such as “weed and feed” products) tested on mice show 
increased risk of infertility, miscarriage and birth defects at very low dosages.  

Lawn chemicals can easily be replaced with alternative lawn care 
 Several Maine towns have passed policies restricting lawn chemicals on municipal properties with alternative 

lawn care methods, including Camden, Ogunquit, and Brunswick. 
 The states of Connecticut and New York recently passed laws restricting pesticide use on school grounds. 
 Alternative lawn care methods for school athletic fields have been shown to yield savings after three to four 

years, when compared with chemically-intensive lawn care methods.7 
 

NRCM supports the Safe School Grounds Bill to make schools safe and healthy environments where children 
can learn and grow. 
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