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An Act To Promote Small Businesses by Enhancing the Use of
On-premises Signs

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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MRSA §1901, sub
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Sec. 5. 23 MRSA §19ﬂ3, sub-83, as repealed and replaced by PL 1981, c. 318, §1, is
amended to read:

3. Interstate system or interstate highway. "Interstate system" or "interstate highway"
means any state highway swhiehthat is or dees-becomebecomes part of the national system of interstate
or defense highways, as described in #se23 United States Code, Title-23-seetionSection 103(d) and
amendments thereto or replacements. thereof. "Interstate system" or "interstate highway" includes
ramps and interchange areas.

Sec. 6. 23 MRSA §1903, sub-88-A is enacted to read:

8-A. QOutdoor area. "Outdoor area" means an area or point of interest in which the
majority of activities are conducted outdoors, including a recreational area such as a golf course or ski
ared. a scenic area such as a park or overlook. a farm or an orchard.
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Sec. 7. 23 MRSA §1903, sub-§9-A  is enacted to read:

5-4. Point of interest. "Point of interest" means, without imitation. an outdoor area or
other place of scenic. historical, cultural, educational or religious interest, whether publicly or privately
owned.

Sec. 8. 23 MRSA §1903, sub-§10-C is enacted to read:

10-C. Principal structure. "Principal structure” means a regularly used building where
an advertised business or activity is carried on or practiced or a parking lot. storage or processing area
or other structure that is essential and customary to the conduct of the advertised business or activity.
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Sec. 15, 23 MRSA §1914, sub-§11-A, as amended by PL 2007, c. 124, §§1 and 2 and PL
2011, c. 115, §4, is further amended to read:

11-A. Changeable signs. Notwithstanding subsection 6, paragraphs C and E, changeable
signs are not prohibited as long as the sign complies with all the terms of this subsection. The
Department of Transportation shall administer the provisions of this subsection.

A. As used in this subsection, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings.

(1} "Changeable sign" means an on-premises sign created, designed, manufactured or
modified in such a way that its message may be electronically, digitaily or mechanically
altered by the complete substitution or replacement of one display by another on each side.

(2) "Display" means that portion of the surface area of a changeable sign that is or is

designed to be or is capable of being periodically altered for the purpose of conveying a
message.

(3) "Lot of record" means a lot for which the deed was legally recorded, or that was created
by a plan legally recorded, in the registry of deeds for the county where the lot is located.
Contiguous lots of record in the same ownership are considered one lot.

(4) "Message" means a communication conveyed by means of a visual display of fext, a
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graphic element or pictorial or photographic image.

(5) "Sign assembly" means the display, border, trim and all supporting apparatus, including
posts, columns, pedestals and foundation.

(6) "Time and temperature sign" means a changeable sign that electronically or mechanically
displays only the time and, temperature or date by the complete substitution or replacement
of a display showing the time with a display showing the temperature or the date.

B. The display on each side of a changeable sign:

(1) May be changed no more than once every-20-minttesper minute, unless the municipality
in which the sign is located adopts an ordinance to the contrary and notifies the Department
of Transportation in writing of that ordinance. If a municipal ordinance is adopted, the
municipality is responsible for the administration of that ordinance;

(2) Must change as rapidly as technologically practicable, with no phasing, rolling, scrolling,
flashing or blending, unless the municipality in which the sign is located adopts an ordinance
to the contrary and notifies the Department of Transportation in writing of that ordinance. If a
municipal ordinance is adopted, the municipality is responsible for the administration of that
ordinance. Notwithstanding this subparagraph, a municipality may not adopt an ordinance
that allows the sign to flash or display continuous streaming of information or video
animation; and

(3) May consist of alphabetic or numeric text on a plain or colored background and may

mclude graphlc pictonal or photographlc images aaiess—the—mw&eqaa&ﬁ%&eh—%he—s@m

D. No more than one changeable sign with 2 sides is allowed per public way abutting the lot of
record. '
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G. Changeable message board signs existing in accordance with the requirements of former
subsection 11 continue to exist if the signs:
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(1) Are reasonably incapable of being modified or reprogrammed to comply with this sectlen
as amended; and

{2) Are not replaced, substantially rebuilt, reconstructed or repaired beyond routine
maintenance.

H. The size;-intensity-ofilumination-and-acceptablerate-of change between the time display, the
date dlspla}j and ihe temperature dlspiay of a time and temperature s1gn ﬁ&&s{—eemply-m%h«m{e&

ef—@mdelmesmav not ocgur more often than once every 2 seconds

ADD:

s 23 MRSA §1913-A, sub-§1-A, is amended to read: Signs of a duly constituted
governmental body, a soil and water conservation district, ex regional planning district, or_

public facility;



